
   

It has been awhile since the last Blue Prints 

was published and I apologize.   Individually 

your board has had a difficult year to date—

but it seems to be improving.  My husband 

passed away in April after a long illness, and 

even though he had not been doing the ranch 

maintenance for some time, the duties seem 

especially stressful this year.  Presently we 

are digging up our irrigation pipe to the pond 

as we cannot prime the pump….ongoing issues 

which I really hope will be solved before the 

field becomes anymore stressed with lack of 

water.   

 

I hope all of you have had a good year so far—

well at least not to depressing with the econ-

omy the way it is.   If anyone has done some 

interesting things, especially with your Weims, 

please let me know so I can include it in the 

newsletter….our members really do like to 

read about it. 

 

After getting Lyric‘s Senior Hunter title last 

year, I haven‘t done anything with him.  So we 

decided to get back into obedience/rally with 

the intention of going to trials this winter in 

hopes of at least a Rally title to start. So, let 

me get you up-to-date on the club‘s  issues.   

 

 The  Club has been undergoing some internal 

changes...the loss of Renee Viehmann as V.P. 

for personnel reasons, the loss of Karin Olson 

as Secretary;  Chris Hale stepped into that 

position for a short time but both felt unequal 

to the  technical demands.  So at this point 

I am handling the secretarial duties.  Need-

less to say some of those duties (especially 

to new members) have fallen through the 

cracks.  So we are again looking for a Secre-

tary.  If anyone is interested  please...oh, 

please...contact me.. Liz@bwcoa.com    

 

  We have completed a re-organization with 

the intent of applying for our Federal Not 

for Profit Status.  We have changed our 

bank account from Chase to Umpqua (to 

eliminate the $15 monthly service fee that 

they began charging)  Jana and I have also 

been busy redoing our documents as we dis-

covered quite a few redundancies within 

them and also to expedite our application 

with the IRS.  The initials of the club will 

include the ‘o ‗ in the ‗of‘  (BWCOA instead 

of BWCA) so it is the same as our website 

address, and to differ ourselves from the 

WCA.  We have made the membership appli-

cation process a little simpler and all pre-

sent members are upgraded to ‗full‘ mem-

bership status with voting rights. 

 

The Registry will now be a separate entity, 

although still under the BWCOA for now.  It 

will hopefully become an International Reg-

istry for all blues worldwide.  The name is 

the Blue Weimaraner Registry.  All BWCOA 

members are able to register their blues at 

no cost at this time. 
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The Calendar for 2012 is being handled by Thomas Merkle a club member.  

His beautiful Zoe has graced our calendars in the past.    Submissions 

should be emailed to calendar@bwcoa.com  by September 30….better 

hurry!.  There is an article on page 4 about photographing your dog.  I’m 

sure you can find more information online...the best advise though is have 

the dog at your eye level...don’t look down at them.  Thomas will have 

more information on how the selection will be handled as soon as 

possible. 
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The BWCOA was contacted by Arlene Marshrey of Save

-A-Weimaraner Rescue regarding a blind blue Weim 

that was in a shelter in Southern California.  

 

He was abandoned in a park by his owner rather than 

taking him to a shelter. Stevie is blind and probably has 

been from birth, most likely from an infection in his 

eyes before they opened. He has adapted amazingly well 

and does not know that he is handicapped. 

Stevie is an amazing dog, smart, and sweet and person-

able. He finds his way around once he has been in an 

area for a short while. He is house trained and does well 

on the leash. He gets along well with other dogs but no 

cats please! He can jump a three foot baby gate and he 

loves to help with the landscape by digging! And, he 

chases birds, probably scenting them. He knows where 

they are and tries to get them. He knows when the 

doors are open and closed and when to use the doggy 

door. If he gets lost in the yard, he will bark to say he 

needs help. He goes crazy for stuffed toys, bouncing 

around. He loves to play with all dogs…no aggression. It 

appears his other senses are heightened. This is one 

unique dog who deserves a great home. 

He was treated for an infected eye when he came into 

rescue. As soon as the infection is cleared up com-

pletely, he will be ready for surgery. The vet has recom-

mended that both of his eyes be removed, one is rup-

tured and causing distress. At this point, Keri Pink of 

Tickled Pink Weimaraner Rescue agreed to take ―Stevie 

Weimder‖ (formerly known as Maverick by the shelter) 

and Stevie was put on a  private plane from California  

to NM.  Upon 

takeoff Stevie 

insisted on 

crawling back 

into the small 

space with the 

two Weimador-

ables puppies 

we flew to CA 

from GA on 

Thursday. He 

was fostered with them for a few days and obviously 

befriended the pair for comfort. 

Per Keri—7/26  I just wanted to send an update and say 

that Day 1 Post-Op is going well. He saw Dr. Kennard for 

a check-up and he says Stevie looks better than he ex-

pected. I am pleased that he slept through the night 

next to me on my pillow, only turning a few times to 

switch sides. He has been mellow today but wagging 

his tail and smiling. 

The bruising and swelling have started to settle in, as 

well as a small amount of weeping from the suture 

lines, but he seems painless. He is on medication three 

times a day for pain and infection. 

He is the happiest 

little guy and so 

sweet. He loves 

stuffed animals 

and cuddled up to 

his new tiger baby 

on the way home 

from surgery. 

7/27  I thought 

today might be a 

more difficult day 

for Stevie, but am 

so pleased to say that he was lively and playful. There 

has been no worsening of swelling or bruising. I took a 

bit of time to get some fresh air without his Comfy 

Cone. He also romped with a few friends near the wa-

ter dish. Another blue male, Nico, has taken to him 

like a brother. 

8/8  Stevie has had a fantastic week of recovery and 

relaxation in Arizona. He‘s bonded with his foster 

mom and a really good neighbor friend who has a 7 

month-old rescue blue Weim named Miles. He has won 

so many hearts over and is healing beautifully. He is 

now two weeks out from his enucleation and his scar 

tissue is really healing well. 

On Saturday we took him to another one of my 

adopter‘s homes up in Scottsdale, where we held him 

on a shallow ledge in her infinity pool. The water tem-

perature was really warm and he seemed to thor-

oughly enjoy it.  Stevie is available for adoption. 

Please contact: Tickled Pink Weimaraner Rescue   

keri@weimaranerrescue.org  For adoption infor-
mation visit his Petfinder page here: http://
www.petfinder.com/petdetail/20426417 

BWCOA accepted donations totaling $625 for ‗Stevie‘ 

and the BWCOA made a contribution of $500 for a 

total of $1125 towards Stevie‘s surgery and care. 

Rescue Donations for Maverick the Blind Blue Weim 

Volume 1 Issue 1 

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/20426417
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/20426417
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 I just finished reading this delightful story.  I highly recommend it for every-

one.  It is an easy read and very entertaining.  I got it from the library, but you 

can purchase it at Amazon for $8.38 (paperback).   

 

Inside Cover— 

 

All dogs go to heaven...unless they have unfinished business here on Earth. 

 

This is the remarkable story of one endearing dog‘s search for his purpose over 

the course of several lives.  More than just another charming dog story, A 

Dog‘s Purpose touches on the universal quest for an answer to life‘s most basic 

question:  Why are we here? 

The NAIA Dog Population Study  by Patti Strand, NAIA National Director 

The trends and dynamics of dog ownership are ex-

tremely difficult to accurately assess. Much of the 

information we receive is anecdotal, and more often 

than not tinted by political or fundraising goals. The 

hard data that is currently available can be confusing 

or contradictory as well. 

We know that purebred registration is in steep de-

cline, with some breeds teetering on the brink of ex-

tinction. But we also know that more households have 

(or are reporting) dogs than ever before, with con-

sumers spending record amounts of money for their 

pets‘ health and well-being. Data from our Shelter 

Project and other sources indicate a large overall 

drop in the number of healthy dogs euthanized in 

shelters over the last three decades in most parts of 

the country. Meanwhile, the canine population contin-

ues shifting from region to region as humane reloca-

tion moves dogs from areas with a surplus of homeless 

dogs into ones where demand outstrips the local sup-

ply. 

It is a complicated picture, to be sure, but the avail-

able information clearly indicates that change is afoot 

in the world of dog ownership. And so it is that the 

NAIA decided last year to undertake the country‘s 

first dog population study looking at the shifting 

sources of dogs and how these trends impact dog 

ownership now and in the future. 

 

We are honored to be working with Drs. John C. New 

and Jan Scarlett, two highly respected researchers, 

each with many years of experience studying compan-

ion animal trends. With our new study, we will have 

for the first time, hard data about: 

The sources of dogs that are available to prospective 

American pet owners, and a projection of what will be avail-

able in the future. 

Whether the quantities from these various sources are ade-

quate to replace dogs currently in households. 

The qualitative aspects of dog acquisition: what prospective 

owners look for in a dog, how satisfied they are with their 

choices, and how well dogs from various sources meet the 

expectations of the owner. 

How consumer demand and satisfaction impact dog owner-

ship trends in the U.S. 

How willing pet owners are to overcome physical, tempera-

ment, and/or health problems of new dogs added to their 

household. 

The new sources of dogs that have emerged due to supply 

shortages in some parts of the country. 

This groundbreaking study underscores our goal to cast a 

clear light upon canine population and dog ownership trends 

(as opposed to anecdotal or regional information), to create 

a definitive resource for both personal and policy use, and 

to open a broader public conversation regarding the pros 

and cons of obtaining a dog from various sources – empower-

ing dog owners to make informed decisions on the dogs they 

wish to obtain. 

We‘re sure this study will reveal important keys to the fu-

ture of dog ownership in America. We invite you to join us on 

this important venture. 

Sincerely,  Patti Strand 
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Originally from Southern California, I studied Political Science at the University of 

Central Florida. We have just recently moved to Melbourne, Florida, from RAF Milden-

hall, UK where I retired as a pilot from the USAF.   .  

My wife, April, is from Oklahoma and is a home maker.  We have two young sons, Cy 

and Bobby.  Once both boys are in school, April plans to finish 

her nursing degree.   

Our Weim, Duke, is nearly 10 months old.  Duke was bred by Marie-Claire in Holt, Norfolk, UK.  He 

is currently registered with the UK Kennel Club.  He is much loved by the family and is good friend 

to the boys.   

Duke is well traveled for his age.  In addition to hiking the Peak District and climbing Mt Snowdon, 

Duke joined the family on a road trip from Florida to California and back.   

Duke has not yet begun training for field trails but will as soon as the family settles.   

Member Profile—Jeff Ford 

1) Try to take the photo from the dog‘s eye level.   

2) Taking shots outdoors is usually the most reliable.  The sun shows off the dog‘s coat the best, and you don‘t have to 

worry about the harsh sun, like you might when photographing people.  Open shade is great when photographing pets 

together with people.  Get in close and do some headshots.  Also, let the dogs run to provide some scenic back-

grounds. 

3) Make sure if you are shooting outside not to have trees or poles and other distracting elements within the frame of 

your photograph. (Never try to get the pet to sit on a mark until you are absolutely ready to take the shot.) 

4) The further away the dogs are from the background, the more the subject will stand out.  When using flash indoors, 

stay away from the walls to avoid getting harsh shadows on the background.  (Shoot the dog in the house with an 

open front door to allow the natural light to come in.  Combined with room lights, it gives the background a wonder-

ful warm, golden color.) 

5) The dog does not always have to be in the center of the frame.  It can make your shot more visually interesting to 

have the dog off-center. 

6) If you want the dog to tilt its head or ears, make sounds.  A squeak toy near the lens will work just fine.  Remember, 

the dog will only pay attention for a short time, so work fast before he stops paying attention to the sounds. 

7) It can be helpful to have a friend or family member assist you.  It is important to be calm.  Try never to be excited 

or raise your voice.  Very calmly sit on the floor and wait for the dog to come to you.  As the dog walks around, snap 

some pictures.   

8) Saying your dog‘s name will usually cause the dog to come to you, not what you want at this point in time. 

9) Try not to get frustrated—If you don‘t get the shot you want, you can always get it another day.  You will need to 

take lots to get one really good one.  Take breaks—play ...have fun.   

Photographing Your Dog 
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Board Meeting via  Phone Conference     

In attendance : Elizabeth Fairlee, Jana Bartell 

Old Business: Secretary‘s position - was filled by 

Chris Hale in May 2011. We did not have a ‗board‘ 

meeting over the course of the summer. Liz asked 

Chris to set up a conference call for a meeting and 

she declined  as she felt it necessary to resign as 

Secretary as she could not handle the technology nec-

essary to fulfill the position. Liz will handle the secre-

tary duties until such time as a volunteer steps for-

ward. 

Bank Account—We have not yet changed banks to 

eliminate the $15/mo service charge. Liz will open a 

new account with Umpqua prior to closing the Chase 

account (which was originally WAMU until Chase took 

it over). The use of the new account with Umpqua will 

coincide with the reorganization of the BWCOA as of 

September 1, 2011. Liz will be the only signer for the 

Board Meeting Minutes August 15, 2011 

account at this time as Jana declined to do so. Liz will 

fund the Umpqua account with $100 from personal funds 

to be refunded after funds are transferred from Chase 

to Umpqua. 

Jana asked for all statements/receipts etc relating to 

Chase/WaMu Account be sent to her. Liz will do so when 

that account is closed.   

Changes to Documents—Jana is still reviewing, but will 

send in her recommendations prior to the end of August 

so Liz can finalize the documents prior to posting to the 

website 9/1/2011. 

New Business: We were approached by Arlene Marshrey 

regarding a blind blue Weim that came into rescue in 

Southern California. After discussion the BWCOA ac-

cepted donations for this Weim which were forwarded on 

to Tickled Pink Weimaraner Rescue who accepted the dog 

into their care for surgery and placement. The BWCOA 

also decided to make a $500 donation for the dog 

(Maverick who became know as Stevie Weimder 

Dog In Charge  -  Perfect Crime    Dog In Charge is presented with permission by Pet Project 

LLC. Dog In Charge is created by Tomoyo Pitcher with Roger Pitcher. All rights reserved. 


