
   

Well we have come to the end of the second 
year that the BWCA has been in existence..  
We did  sweet talk two members to step up 
and become the club’s Secretary and Treas-
urer.  Our Treasurer, has been hard at work 
learning the new software –Quickbooks for 
Non-Profits—and preparing our application for 
non-profit status .  Jana will be sending all 
members the Yearly Financials….take a few 
minutes and go over them. 
 
Upon reviewing our Constitution and Bylaws 
and realized we needed a few changes for 
ease of operation.  The link to the proposed 
changes was sent to all members a short time 
ago so you could look them over. Once the 
membership has approved the proposed 
changes, we will be able to submit them along 
with the application for our Non-Profit status. 
 
We also appointed Kathleen Bray as our nomi-
nating chair and she has just recently sent an 
email to all members with the nominated slate 
of officers.  They are as follows: 
President Elizabeth Fairlee 
Secretary Karin Olson 
Board Position  open 
Board Position open 

I hope some of  you will submit your names 
for one of these positions.   Deadline is 
January 15, with elections being held on  
January 20, 2011.  We are very late already, 
and I know we are rushing it.  We need 
someone to be the Rescue Chair  who will 
coordinate our rescue committee as Renee 
just doesn’t have the time to devote to it  
as she has so much else on her plate. 
Also we are in need of a Chair for Events, 
Newsletter Editor, as well as other posi-
tions.  If you can spare a little time, we 
would so appreciate it.  We really won’t get 
any further than this if we do not have ad-
ditional help from the membership. 
 
We did not  put on the Ratings Test as 
Renee and I were both involved  with issues 
at home.  That hopefully will be fit in some-
time this year, and hopefully your members 
in other parts of the BWCA  will be able to 
hold them in your areas also.   
 
The IABCA is still allowing blues to compete 
in their show, and they do traverse the 
states in almost all areas.  I highly suggest 
those of you wanting to breed your bitch or 
dog to do some preparation and  get them 
evaluated by the  judges at this show. 

Letter from the President 

Copies of the Blue Weimaraner Club  
of America Calendar for 2011 are 
selling fast.  If you haven’t pur-
chased yours yet, go to 
www.BWCoA.com and click on the 
links to get one for yourself before 
they are all gone. 
 

95 calendars sold so far.  Special 
thanks to our sponsors: Heather 
Long w/ Coopers Collars and Lana 
Schippers of Heartland Weimaraner 
Rescue.   Renee 
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 8/10 - $500 Heartland Weim Rescue (parvo puppies) 
12/09 – $200 Ace/Kohl New Homes For Pets (So Cal)  

12/09 – $150 Dillenger Weim Rescue of North Texas 

12/09 – $150 Baxter Great Lakes Weim Rescue 

12/09 – $150 Tyler DC Weim Rescue   

12/09 – $150 Quincy New Homes For Pets (So Cal) 

  

I have emailed all of these rescue groups to ask for an update on 
these dogs.  We really need a Rescue Coordinator because I don’t 
have time to stay on top of the committee members to be sure 
they are updating the rescues and to monitor the rescue groups 
for financial needs.  If anyone would like to take on this position 
please contact me  Renee@bwcoa.com   

 

Ace update: Still here. He's had one thing wrong after another. 
He has some kind of allergy and keeps loosing his hair. He's on 
another course of prednisone. There have been a couple of inter-
ested people but they haven't panned out. 

 

Tyler Update:  Oh yea, Tyler made out!  He was adopted by one of 
my animal wardens and has been thru 3 obedience classes and is 
doing agility!  She is an instructor and a trainer.  I actually saw 
him this weekend when we were doing a drill for our animal rescue 
team.  The Weims were well represented as "victims"!  

Saying goodbye is arguably the toughest part about sharing your life with a pet. For the Piper family, their 

Chocolate Labrador, Hudson, shared the joy of their first home and welcomed each of the three children 

into the world. So when Hudson was diagnosed with cancer and given just two to four weeks to live, the 

Pipers were devastated.   

To ensure that Hudson made the most of his time left, the family decided to make a canine bucket list.   

The 10-year old dog enjoyed activities that he normally wasn't allowed to do, like ride in the car with his 

head out the window and eat heaping pancake breakfasts. But most importantly, the list made sure that 

the family got to spend plenty of quality time with Hudson. They took extra walks and had dog-themed 

movie nights, complete with Hudson's own sleeping bag. 

While the Pipers were busy preparing the bucket list, Hudson surprised them by fighting the cancer for 

three more months, giving the family time to complete everything on the list. 

Of course, the bucket list doesn't make it any easier to say goodbye, but I know it would be therapeutic 

to see my pups enjoy their last days engaged in their favorite activities. 

Rescue Report by Renee Viehmann  

Volume 1 Issue 4 

New Members 2010 

Lana Schippers 

Thomas Merkle 

Karin Olson 

Val Arris 

John and Terry Hoffman 

Cheryce Hunsinger 

Perry Smith 

Ron and Deb Margattay 

Chuck Jernigan 

Chris and Thomas Hale 

Tina porch 

Kendell Wade 

Thanks to all of you for joining the BWCA.  

We hope you continue your membership 

and  get involved with  events and the 

directives of this club.   If I left someone out 

I sincerely apologize  

Canine Bucket List 
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We got Ash back in the spring.  It was after we had to put our first Weimaraner, Stoney, to sleep.  Stoney 
was a gray and I could on and on about how special he was but this is about Ash. I've had dogs all my life, 
mostly Labradors and mixes of labs. I tried a German shorthair once but he had epilepsy and though we 
tried medication for a year his condition only got worse and we had to put him down when he was only two. 
 
I talked with several people who had Weimaraners, one being the breeder of the GSP I had who also had a 
Weim. I remember asking him about him and  he said he wouldn't take anything for his Weim. That always 
stayed with me. Why would a breeder of GSP's be so hooked on his Weim. I know now. 

 
After Stoney I was sure I wanted another but was not going to 
look for a while until the feelings had gone away….. after all we 
still had six dogs. Well one night I just instantly started looking 
online for blues. So you know what had to happen— sure enough I 
found an ad for "yellow boy". I looked at the dates and realized 
it was a current add. I called my wife to tell her; after all it was 
only two weeks after Stoney had passed and I wasn't  really 
looking. BUT my color is yellow!! And this was a sign.    
 
So I sent an email that Thursday night  and received  a reply 
back the next day saying he was sold but that they had backed 

out. I promptly called him and he told me he never answered his phone at work but for some reason he did 
that day. Okay that’s 3 signs if you’re counting. I HAD to have this dog. The breeder offered to meet in the 
middle (a 3 hour drive for each) to get my yellow boy. 
 
All my expectations were met at a gas station in Pails Valley Oklahoma. Wow he is awesome. My wife and I 
both couldn't stop loving on him and to this day I still can't stop. He's just awesome. So awesome I named 
him Awesome Blue Ash. Three hours later and a pit stop/photo 
shoot at Cabalas we get home to meet the family. 
 
We’ve got six dogs  - Dee a sky blue eyed "orange" heeler we found 
at a ball park; Dylan a hound mix ball freak we got from our local 
vet when he was just a pup;  Kayne a Weim/lab/Brittany mix and 3 
Rotties.  My wife has bred and shown Rotties for the past 20 
years.  All I’ve seen is our money disappearing— but that aside, 
Jetta the mom, and Blade and Trinity, her only 2 pups are both 
AKC Champions.  Jetta has even been to Westminster. Blade is a 
certified therapy dog and also has his rally excellent title. 
 
Ash has been through 2 AKC S.T.A.R.R. puppy programs and also has his AKC Canine Good Citizen. He is cur-
rently going through an Attention class (I think for my wife) and an open obedience class. He has yet to 
show any gray ghost traits. He’s calm; he doesn't wonder off, he's not worried about getting out of the 
fence  and he interacts with everyone. Only problem I see is he is going to try to be alpha; he’s 10 months 
old and as tall as our 3 year old 140# male Rotty who is very laid back - if he ever decides to be alpha him-
self we will have serious vet bills. 
 
I keep trying to talk my wife into going 100% Blue. I hope after all these classes with him she'll see the 
light.     Kendell 

New Member Profile — Kendell Wade and Ash 
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BLUE BRAGS 

New Member Profile — Chris Hale & Gunner 

I would like to introduce myself and my Best-dog…even if he does not know it, Gunner.  I am a 49 soon to be 
50-year-old wife, Mom and Grandma. My Husband and I  are semi-retired. Thom is retired from the Fire 
Service and I am semi-retired plumber.  

Thom and I got Gunner after my Great Pyrenees Sammy passed away. I was so lost 
with out a furry friend. So after a lot of research into the different breeds we 
decided on getting a Weim puppy. I love the fact that they are smart and active. 
So we got a little, wrinkly Blue Boy from the breeder. He was a love and so smart 
that he was potty trained in about a week.  

Gunner started pointing birds at about 3 month in the yard. He was so cute trying 
to get all balanced and intense. I saw how much he loved to go out to the field, for-
est, and search and find things. I decided to try 
to train him and myself to hunt. It has been an 
adventure to say the least. I have had a lot of 
help from the WA and Hunting Weim Forums 
and from our Local NAVHDA.  

Everyone loves Gunner and thinks he is very beautiful and he is. I’m a bit 
biased. We just took our NA Test and while we did not do as well as we 
had hoped he still did well on most of it. So we will be hunting some and 
training for his AKC and NAVHDA Tests in the Spring. I want to show 
how great he is and how great Blue Dogs are in General.  

In fact I love my blue boy so much we are thinking about getting a blue girl to keep him company.—A girl be-
cause everyone says the boy- girl mix works best in such smart and sometimes bossy dogs. So we will soon 
be updating our Blog to include a little sister. You know everyone with Weims say you can’t have just one ! 

Cooper’  - Cmt Working Man Blues,  RAE, OAJ, OA, NF—2010-  Cooper earned his 
Rally Advanced Excellent title.   First blue . In agility, he earned his Novice Fast title, 
"NF", Open Agility "OA",  Open Agility Jumpers with weaves  "OAJ.  In 24 inch jump 
height Cooper earned his first two Junior Hunter legs.  We don't know what he will 
be ranked for 2010  since it will tally next year. but he  was # 1 Weim in Rally Ad-
vanced level for 2009 according to Front and Finish  magazine.  I can't remember for 
sure, but I believe he was number 7 Weim for Rally  Excellent also.  Busy year, he got 
his hips/elbows/heart  OFA done as well.   Cristi Theriot 

 
Roxie spent this fall helping new women hunters in Northern 
California get their first few pheasants.  Pictured here, the 
California Waterfowl Women’s Hunter Camp Class of 2010. 
These ladies had just gotten their 
hunting license and we volunteered 
for their first pheasant hunt.   
 
 

Lyric  - INT CH Fairhaven’s Daring to Dream, NAVHDA P1, SH earned his SH                                                
and CH title this past year.   
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Dogs Instinctively Imitate the Behavior, Movement of 

Their Owners, New Study Says 

July 30, 2010 -- Dogs just can’t help it. They automatically 
and voluntarily imitate the behavior of their owners, even 
if it costs them a snack. 

A new study by scientists at the universities of Vienna 
and Oxford says it provides the first evidence that dogs 
copy at least some of the behaviors and body movements 
of people in spontaneous and voluntary ways. 

Friederike Range, PhD, of the University of Vienna and 
author of the study, says 10 adult dogs participated in 
experiments with their owners. 

All of the animals received preliminary training to open a 
sliding door using their heads or a paw, after watching 
their owners get down on their own hands and knees to 
use their heads or hands to perform the same tasks. 

The pooches were divided into two groups, Range says. 
One group of dogs received a food reward when they cop-
ied what human owners did. Dogs in the second group re-
ceived a food reward when they did the opposite. 

But the researchers say all the dogs seemed bent on copy-
ing their owners, even if it meant getting no reward. 

The dogs “brought with them to the experiment a ten-
dency automatically to imitate hand use and or paw use by 
their owner -- to imitate these actions even when it was 
costly to do so, when imitation interfered with the effi-
cient performance of an ongoing task,” the authors write. 

They say the finding provides “the first evidence of auto-
matic imitation” by dogs. 

Man's Best Friend Imitates Man 

“Dogs are special animals, both in terms of their evolu-
tionary history of domestication and the range and inten-
sity of their developmental training by humans,” the au-
thors say. “Both of these factors may enhance the extent 
to which dogs attend to human activity.” 

And they suggest their findings could be used in canine 
training. 

If a pet owner wants to shake hands with his dog, he 
might be more successful if he extends his own hand to 
demonstrate, the authors say. Then the dog, watching all 
this, would be more likely to stretch out a paw. 

The study suggests that, like humans, “dogs are subject 
to ‘automatic imitation’” and cannot inhibit “the tendency 
to imitate head use and or paw use.” 

Automatic imitation is a crucial part of the way humans 
learn. 

“As far as we are aware, this is the first study in which 
dogs have been tested specifically for automatic imita-
tion,” the authors say. 

Dogs in the research included seven border collies, an 
Australian shepherd, and two mongrels. 

A few years ago, other researchers showed that dogs 
yawn when they see people doing so. 

The study is published in the journal of the Proceedings 
of the Royal Society  

 

Dogs Imitate People        by Bill Hendrick/WebMD Health News 

Book Review—HAINT 

 
A Tale of extraterrestrial Intervention and Love across Time and Space by Joy Ward. 
Prologue by—Haint   -   Your time is coming to an end.  And the experiment we began over 
50 million years ago. We saw it coming centuries ago but we couldn’t stop it.  Humans 
were bound and determined to destroy themselves.   There just wasn’t anything we could 
do.  We tried to help, but, well… 
 
It has been almost a century since those times, the time of the Warming as it’s called 
now.  No one really knows how many humans are left alive.  The humans have lost count, 
but not hope.  I’m Haint and I’ll lead you through this time, when humans look to us to 
give them meaning, direction and hope.  I wish we had some left to give. 
 
“….exciting and full of wisdom”  William Wegman. 
Available at Amazon.com starting at $1.75 for used up to $18.95 for new. 
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  In Memoriam 

 

 

I will never know the loneliness I hear in the barks of the other dogs 'out there'. 

I can sleep soundly, assured that when I wake my world will not have changed. 

I will never know hunger, or the fear of not knowing if I'll eat. 

I will not shiver in the cold, or grow weary from the heat. I will feel the sun's heat, and the rain's coolness, and 

be allowed to smell all that can reach my nose.  

My fur will shine, and never be dirty or matted. 

Here in this house...  

There will be an effort to communicate with me on my 

level. 

I will be talked to and, even if I don't understand, I 

can enjoy the warmth of the words. 

I will be given a name so that I may know who I am 

among many. My name will be used in joy, and I will 

love the sound of it! 

 

Here in this house... 

I will never be a substitute for anything I am not. 

I will never be used to improve peoples' images of themselves.  

I will be loved because I am who I am, not someone's idea of who I should be. 

I will never suffer for someone's anger, impatience, or stupidity. 

I will be taught all the things I need to know to be loved by all. 

If I do not learn my lessons well, they will look to my teacher for blame. 

 

Here in this house...  

I can trust arms that hold, hands that touch... 

knowing that, no matter what they do, they do it for the good of me. 

If I am ill, I will be doctored.    If scared, I will be calmed.     If sad, I will be cheered. 

No matter what I look like, I will be considered beautiful and known to be of value. 

I will never be cast out because I am too old, too ill, too unruly, or not cute enough.  

My life is a responsibility, and not an afterthought. 

I will learn that humans can almost, sometimes, be as kind and as fair as dogs.. 

Here in this house... 

I will belong.  

I will be home. 

HERE IN THIS HOUSE……. 
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Gerding & Epplen Blue Genetics Study, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany                                         
summary by Anne Taguchi published on the JustWeimaraners.com site 

Volume 1 Issue 4 

In their article published in the Journal of Animal Breed-
ing and Genetics last week, German scientists looked at 
DNA samples from 24 Blue Weimaraners and one Gray 
Weimaraner from two Blue parents. They also looked at 
20 unrelated Grays. Most of these dogs were from Ger-
man pedigrees.    

The authors first verified what breeding records have 
shown all along: the B allele is what determines whether a 
Weimaraner is blue or gray. After examining other candi-
date genes, they looked at the TYRP1 gene (the B gene) 
and showed that Grays had two mutant (non-functioning) 
TYRP1 (B) alleles, and all Blues showed at least one func-
tioning TYRP1 allele.  Thus, Grays are bb and Blues are Bb 
or BB, and the blue coat color is dominant to the gray 
color in Weimaraners. See my page on Blue Weimaraner 
genetics to learn more about how the coat color is inher-
ited.    

 

Based on this haplotype (a combination of alleles transmit-
ted together) at least two mutations would have been nec-
essary for a spontaneous reversion from Gray back to 
Blue.    

The scientists also looked a the Y chromosome haplotypes 
of the Blues and Grays. In Grays there are four different 
Y chromosome haplotypes. The Blues share three of 
these, but the scientists indentified a new Y chromosome 
haplotypes in the Blues which were not present in the 
German Grays.    

The group then looked at a Gray 8th generation male de-
scendent of Cäsar von Gaiberg, the acknowledged progeni-
tor of Blues in the United States. Because this male was 
followed through the pedigree via his male ancestors back 

to Cäsar, the original Y haplotype should have been 
transmitted through these 8 generations. Of note, this 
8th generation male Gray descendent of Casar had this 
unique haplotype.    

HOW this unique haplotype was introduced, whether 
from a cross breeding or not, was not studied here. The 
authors do say, “a different Y chromosomal haplotype 
could also be taken as an argument for cross-breeding, 
where a dog with diverging TYRP1 and Y chromosomal 
haplotypes was introduced into the Weimaraner popula-
tion before or after the presence of the anecdotal Blue 
Weimaraner.”     

So what does this mean? What has this paper proven? 
Technically, all this paper did was confirm what we knew 
from breeding records; that the B gene is responsible 
for the coat color difference between Blue and Gray 
Weimaraners. This has now been confirmed with geno-
typing.   They were also able to conclude that the Blue 
Weimaraners origins come partially from an introduction 
of a “typical 377 -bp TYRP1 haplotype potentially along 
with a unique Y-chromosomal haplotype” which strongly 
suggests cross breeding.    

While it is satisfying to have some hard answers 
proven in the lab in order to quiet some of the debate on 
the origins of the Blue Weimaraner, what does it really 
change?  The overwhelming significance of this paper in 
my mind is that it DOES put to rest misinforma-
tion, ”historical” anecdotes.  But the practical question 
isn’t how the Blue Weimaraner came to be…   The Blues 
are still here, and for all intents and purposes are consid-
ered a variety of the traditional Gray Weimaraner. The 
colors have been interbred for over 60 years, and Blues 
are register able with the AKC, and as such are consid-
ered purebred Weimaraners. While this article provides 
compelling argument that Cäsar was the result of a cross 
breeding, today’s Grays and Blues are so intermingled, 
even outside the U.S., Blue Weims still remain the red 
headed step child… so nothing has really changed.  The 
question is what do we do about it? 

To delve further, the authors were 

also able to mark and identify a 

unique intron (non-coding section of 

the gene) linked to this functional B 

allele in the Blues only; they were 

not present in the Grays.  


