
   

The BWCA welcomes to the Board Karin 

Olson as Secretary/Membership and 

Jana Bartell as Treasurer.  Renee 

has moved to Vice President and also 

wears the hat for Webmaster and Pro-

motion.  We are also asking the mem-

bership to approve a few changes to 

our Constitution and Bylaws  

 

Proposed Changes to the BWCA Consti-

tution and ByLaws  
                      

 CONSTITUTION      

ARTICLE I: NAME and OBJECTIVES: 

g) To open and maintain a registry 

of ‘Blue’ Weimaraners 

 

We propose to delete  ARTICLE I:  g)  

as we intend to separate the regis-

try from the BWCA and set it up as  

the International Blue Weimaraner 

Club (IBWC) for all registration re-

lated matters leaving the BWCA to 

function as the WCA does. The Regis-

try will run alongside the BWCA but 

be separate from it. 

 

BWCA Bylaws  - 

Article 1 Membership. 
We propose To Add another type of 

membership to the Membership section 

as number 4) as follows) 

4) Associate Membership.  

This category for new members 

without the required ap-

proved sponsors for their 

first member year. 

 

 

Article III Section 2 Officers d) 

We propose to add in the follow-

ing. 

The BOD is to require a solid ac-

counting/bookkeeping or math back-

ground for the Treasurer position 

and allows the BOD to extend the 

term of the position or exempt 

those qualifications if there if 

there are no qualified candidates. 

 

Proposed Changes to the BWCA Stan-

dard: 

 

Due to the Worldwide restrictions 

regarding the docking of tails, an 

undocked tail will not be consid-

ered a Major fault especially from 

a dog bred outside of the US. We 

propose the Standard to read on  

 

Tail>  A docked tail is preferred; 

and under 

Minor Faults>  to eliminate ‘too 

long or too short’ completely. 

We will set up a vote on the BWCA 

forum which will be emailed to all 

full members for voting. 

 

 

Letter from the President 

The much anticipated and long awaited new edition of 

the ‘weimaraner bible ‘– “Weimaraner Ways” by Virginia 
Alexander is finally printed.  

 

If you only ever buy one book on weimaraners you should 

consider this one. The book covers everything you need 

to know from the history of the breed, care of your wei-

maraner, through to the training your dog, and the 

breeding and raising of weimaraners.  
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 This virus is no joke. It is progressive and dangerous. It will begin with one cute puppy usually obtained for compan-

ionship.   You will not realize that you have been infected, even when you begin trying to convince your family that 

searching for a better quality dog food is more important than buying groceries. 

 You may not recognize the symptoms even when 90% of your snail mail consists of pet supply catalogues and dog 

show premium lists, and "sick days" have all been used to visit every dog show within 600 miles.   By the time the vi-

rus has taken a firm hold, you will have reduced your yard to a safe area that can be enjoyed by your dogs. You will 

be trying to sell the kids' swing set to pay for the latest dog toy. 

 Your computer will threaten to crash because of the huge amounts of dog web sites, nutrition sites, pedigree pro-

grams, rescue lists, advice lists, dog images, and canine health html bookmarks that have filled all available space. You 

will "borrow" from your child's college fund or IRA to add more memory. 

 This virus will take over every room of your house in the form of flyers, catalogues, premium lists, dog toys, dog 

beds, crates, dog food, and dog treats. You will begin to avoid anyone who doesn't have a dog and will try to convert 

anyone who doesn't know your breed. 

 Your family will not recognize you unless you are covered with dog hair. You will seriously consider a second mortgage 

to take advantage of dog toy sales or, even worse, dog show entries.   Depression will set in immediately after the 

last dog show of the season. Your own dog will worry about you. There is no cure. 

 Thankfully, there are groups where you can talk to others who have been infected and who will understand you. With 

luck, they'll also know of a really good sale on dog food and supplements 

Canine Virus Requires Immediate Attention 

Volume 2 Issue 2 

Your Dogs, Your Sport by Tom Wilson, reprinted from AKC Gazette 

Weimaraners have many assets for their owners to brag 

about. The greatest one, in my opinion, is the breed’s in-

credible versatility. We can pursue such avenues of com-

petition as field trials, hunt tests, retrieving tests, track-

ing, obedience, agility, rally, search and rescue, and I’m 

sure I’ve left out a few. Each of the endeavors depends on 

the participants who actively support, protect, and pro-

mote it. The future lies in their hands and depends upon 

their bringing in new, interested people to ensure that the 

sport will continue to flourish. 

No one can deny that we are experiencing a sharp decline 

in field trials. There are fewer Weimaraner trials this 

year than at any time in the last 15 years. Many of the 

remaining ones have opened most or all of their stakes to 

other breeds in order to survive financially. Our pro train-

ers have found it necessary to carry other breeds in their 

strings for the same reason. Conversations on the internet 

or with field participants always end up with an assertion 

that it’s the show breeders who are ruining field dogs by 

breeding the hunt out of our breed. That statement is not 

only untrue, but it’s impossible. 

In my 48 years of involvement with Weimaraners, I have 

had much experience in both field trials and conformation. 

I have NEVER heard a show breeder say, “I don’t want to 

breed to so-and-so because he has hunting ability.” That’s 

absurd.  

 

 

 

We can bring in new participants by encouraging new 

owners to come out and learn about field trials. From the 

1960’s to 80’s, clubs held at least one fun trial in the off 

season just to introduce new people to the sport. These 

informal trials let people with no experience enjoy the 

thrill of finding out that their dog had natural ability 

they knew nothing about. Training sessions served the 

same purpose. There came a point where every weekend 

was booked with a trial closed to all but Weimaraners to 

further encourage the newbies to participate without 

the intimidation of other pointing breeds.  

Trials flourished as members worked to promote the 

activity and put on trials each spring and fall. Believe it 

or not, some of those workers are still running the trials 

40 years later. But many have passed away or have got-

ten too old to do it, and those still working on it are very 

tired, too tired to be putting on fun trials, training days, 

and so on. Therein lies the problem: no one is doing it, so 

new interest is not being developed. 

The only way a breed can lose its hunting ability is 

when the people who compete in that sport fail to 

promote it to assure its future.  
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My cousin and I had counted down the days for two years till the 2010 Gettysburg 

Weimaraner Nationals. She loaded up 3 gray Weims and I loaded up Cooper my blue 

weim.  19 hours turned into 22 hours because of doggy needs. Pit stops, tummy aches, 

car sickness, crate restlessness. Not to mention all the snack breaks for the humans. 

I have never had so many people stop and yell out "I love your Weims." or "Is that 

dark one a Weim???" I even got a "holy smokes is that a blue Weim?" Our arrival. 

WOO HOO. Hauling up 4 crates. Whinnying Weims who want out of the truck as we 

set up in the hotel room. I had never been so excited to go to bed early. 

Day 1: Saturday May 15, 2010: Field day trial for my cousin. 

I felt like an outsider because I knew no one and I’m walking around with a BLUE 

WEIMARANER. Any other time, I would have my chest puffed out and ready to take 

down anyone rolling their eyes at my blue. After I got over my nervousness, I real-

ized I had a lot of people staring. After a quick mental check of my outfit, I realized nothing is exposed or unzipped. So 

that must mean they are looking at Cooper. There were lots of whispers and fingers pointing. I would just raise my chin 

up and smile at them. Why should I be nervous, I have an excellent looking Weim, regardless of his color. A few guys 

came up to me and informed me that they had never in their 20+ Weim years seen a blue in person. Cooper took it as his 

cue to play and want to wrestle with the guys.  When he started sniffing their jackets, they laughed and said he must 

smell the birds - I joked saying  Cooper loves three things the most. His mama, food and birds.  

Two women walked past me and smiled but I could hear their negative comments about blues. The comment that still 

stings is “glad we don’t have to deal with those often." "Oh come on" I thought. We are gathered in a wonderful location, 

great coffee, and wonderful dogs, can’t we just get along? I walked the dogs around a lot so that my cousin just had to 

focus on her braces. I decided that I needed another coffee break... Maybe I should have started this article with a 

proper intro. Hello my name is Cristi and I love coffee. I sat at the tables among strangers trying to soak up any training 

info or learn people’s names. I started feeling the welcome from this club—their smiles and warm hellos were making me 

feel at home. A few people came up and wanted to know about blues and how I came across Cooper. Well, that is all I 

needed for me to ramble on about my boy and my love of our blues. It fascinated me how many people never saw a blue in 

person, or their first Weims were blues. When those who owned a blue informed me of that, I always asked one ques-

tion. "Why did you go strictly to grays?" 99% of the answers were because that is what is accepted.  

Day 2. WCA Ratings Test.  

Good morning to the same people. Today is looking brighter because more people are smiling and a lot more social. Maybe 

it was just my nerves that made me feel not welcomed at times. Cooper can’t wait for the day to be over with because 

he got to run around yesterday after the field trial. Letting him run full out in the fields did him so much good especially 

after all that traveling from Louisiana. The club members were friendly and chatting. I was listening to a lot of differ-

ent training tips-this was great. I think I was bit by the hunting bug and not to mention ticks. Geez the ticks were horri-

ble. How many of you had to find ticks on a blue?? It’s very hard.   

 DAY 3: Novice Field Seminar.  

Excited would not even describe how I felt that morning. Cooper could feel it too. Everyone is arriving with their young 

dogs, lots of smiles and excitement. It started off with a gathering in the club house. Gift bags for everyone– great way 

to start off a day - binder full of information, leash, whistle, hat, etc. I felt like I was in college again, eager to learn. 

Our main speaker was full of information and broke things into terms we could grasp. She had our full attention. We all 

rush outside to gather our dogs. Picture a lineup of 5year old kids impatiently waiting for recess? That is what our dogs 

looked like—Weims pulling on their leashes, barking, running circles around the handler. Did I mention the barking?  

First hands-on demo is the bird wing on the fishing pole. Pretty simple concept -Get the dog’s attention and let the dog 

chase the wing. Some of the pups would show a beautiful point at the stilled wing and leap in the air as the wing swung 

around. Others could care less and just wanted handler attention. Then there were dogs like Cooper. The chase was on. 

The fish pole and wing could not be fast enough for Cooper. All you saw was a flash of blue as he circled and gave it his 

all. We had a lot of chuckles from the crowd. When it was the next dog’s turn, Cooper could not stop barking, teeth 

chattering because he wanted it so badly!!! 

Gettsburg Bound by Christi Theriot 
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Member Profile

New Members—John and Terry Hoffman and Kaiser—The Bird Dog Merry-go-round 

If other than Weimaraner own-

ers read this column I am quite 

sure they may be somewhat 

offended. For this, I apologize 

in advance.  

When discussing the pros and 

cons of any working dog breed, 

especially bird hunting dogs in 

general and pointing breeds in 

particular, there are always 

varying points of view. This is 

natural because if we were all 

the same we would all drive 

white Chevrolets. Right? The 

reality is that everyone per-

ceives personal wants and 

needs in a bird dog breed differently, based on more 

factors than space allows here but therein lays the 

“merry-go-round” in choosing a suitable breed .  

Therefore, I can only offer up what, in my 52 years of 

owning and hunting over 8 different breeds of pointing 

dogs, has led us to the following conclusions based upon 

our personal experience. As a point of clarification, and 

before I go further here, let me state that our dogs 

are, and always have been, considered family members. 

We don’t like the word “pets”. Do they hunt? Yes. Do 

they live in our home? Yes. For the record, our dogs 

have never been kenneled. They are treated as our 

“children” would be treated and that, as you read on, 

has had a strong influence on our opinions and personal 

preferences. This was the primary factor in our deci-

sion to acquire a Blue Weimaraner. 

Over the years we have owned English Setters, English 

Pointers, German Shorthairs, German Pointing Griffons 

and, over the last 10 years, a pair of German Wire-

haired Pointers. All of these breeds had strong posi-

tives and, unfortunately, some negatives. 

When our male Wirehair had to be put down two years 

ago we acquired our first Weimaraner, a blue male we 

named “Kaiser”. A major deciding factor in our decision 

to own a Weim was TEMPERMENT and DISPOSITION. 

In my experience I have found that all pointing breeds 

can have the hunting instinct revealed and developed if 

enough early fieldwork is done. The old myth that cer-

tain breeds such as Irish Setters and Weimaraners 

have had the hunting instinct bred out by the show 

crowd is just that….  myth. If you work any pointing 

breed over enough birds when they are pups and juve-

niles they can be developed into classy hunters. A case 

in point (no pun intended) is the enclosed photo of Kai-

ser at 13 months of age on point over 

quail. He did not come from hunting 

stock so his instincts had to be 

“coached” out of him. It was really 

easy due to the Weimeraner’s desire 

to please and their response to gen-

tle training methods. 

So, unless you are going to kennel 

your bird dogs and consider them 

strictly working dogs, temperament 

and disposition become critically im-

portant issues. That’s the flip side of 

the coin because they must conform 

to living in the house and being peo-

ple friendly as well as being good in 

the field.  

I realize that I am generalizing here…all breeds will have 

exceptions where individual dogs will “fill the bill” as both 

great hunters and can also be home friendly. However, in our 

experience our Weim has adapted faster and more easily, 

hands down, that any other breed we have owned.  We loved 

our Wirehairs dearly but had some bad experiences with 

them when it came to any non-family members. We had a 

few biting experiences that, quite frankly, scared us to 

death. We just could not trust them outside of the immedi-

ate family. As hunters I believe Wirehairs have no equal but 

around non-family members they get very poor marks. Our 

Blue Weim is just the opposite. At 80 pounds, our nieces and 

nephews can literally ride him without fear. Because of his 

great disposition and temperament he is the perfect blend 

of hunter and family member.  

As you can tell, we are very happy with our decision to ac-

quire a Blue Weim and to be part of the BWCA family. 

 

There is a good possibly of a BWCA 

Ratings Test being held on Labor 

Day Weekend in Solano County Cali-

fornia .  If this happens all mem-

bers will be notified ASAP.   But if 

that doesn’t happen, at that time, 

we are sure it will be held at some 

point this fall. 
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FORT MOTT STATE PARK, N.J. — When mu-

tant, muscle-bound puppies started showing up 

in litters of champion racing whippets, the 

breeders of the normally sleek dogs invited 

scientists to take DNA samples at race meets 

here and across the country. They hoped to 

find a genetic cause for the condition and a 

way to purge it from the breed.  

It worked. “Bully whippets,” as the heavyset 

dogs are known, turn out to have a genetic 

mutation that enhances muscle development. 

And breeders may not want to eliminate the 

“bully” gene after all. The scientists found 

that the same mutation that pumps up some 

whippets makes others among the fastest 

dogs on the track.  

With a DNA screening test on the way, “We’re 

going to keep the speed and lose the bullies.  

Free of most of the ethical concerns — and 

practical difficulties — associated with the 

practice of eugenics in humans, dog breeders are seizing 

on new genetic research to exert dominion over the canine 

gene pool. Companies with names like Vetgen and Health-

gene have begun offering dozens of DNA tests to tailor 

the way dogs look, improve their health and, perhaps soon, 

enhance their athletic performance.  

But as dog breeders apply scientific precision to their age

-old art, they find that the quest for genetic perfection 

comes with unforeseen consequences. And with DNA tests 

on their way for humans, the lessons of intervening in the 

nature of dogs may ultimately bear as much on us as on 

our best friends. 

“We’re on the verge of a real radical shift in the way we 

apply genetics in our society,” said Mark Neff, associate 

director of the veterinary genetics laboratory at the Uni-

versity of California, Davis. “It’s better to be first con-

fronted with some of these issues when they concern our 

pets than when they concern us.”  

Some Labrador breeders are using DNA tests for coat 

color to guarantee exotic silver-coated retrievers. Mas-

tiff breeders test for shaggy fur to avoid “fluffies,” the 

long-haired whelps occasionally born to short-haired par-

ents. 

Next up, geneticists say, could be tests for big dogs, small 

dogs, curly-tailed dogs, dogs with the keenest senses of 

smell and dogs that cock their heads endearingly when 

they look at you.  

Scientists who recently completed the first map of a dog 

genome (of a boxer named Tasha) are now soliciting sam-

ples from dog owners across 

the world to uncover the ge-

netic basis for a slew of other 

traits. 

Some discoveries grow out of 

government-financed research 

aimed at improving human 

health. Others are paid for by 

breed clubs carrying out their 

mission to better their 

breeds. By screening their 

dogs’ DNA for desirable and 

undesirable traits that might 

appear in their offspring, 

breeders can make more in-

formed decisions about which 

dogs to — or not to — mate.  

But because genes are often 

tied to multiple traits, scien-

tists warn, deliberate selec-

tion of certain ones can backfire. The gene responsible 

for those silver-coated Labradors, for example, is tied to 

skin problems. 

With the genetic curtain lifted, breeders also take on a 

heavier burden for the consequences of their choices. 

Whippet breeders who continue to mate fast dogs with 

one another, for instance, now do so knowing they may 

have to destroy the unwelcome bullies such pairings often 

produce. 

Moreover, the prospect of races being won by dogs inten-

tionally bred to have a genetic advantage may bring new 

attention to the way that genes contribute to canine — 

and human — achievement, even when the genetic deck is 

not stacked. Inborn abilities once attributed to something 

rather mystical seem to lose a certain standing when con-

nected to specific genes.  

A mutation similar to the one that makes some whippets 

faster also exists in humans: a sliver of genetic code that 

regulates muscle development, is missing.  

“It would be extremely interesting to do tests on the 

track finalists at the Olympics,” said Elaine Ostrander, 

the scientist at the National Institutes of Health who 

discovered that the fastest whippets had a single defec-

tive copy of the myostatin gene, while “bullies” had two. 

“But we wouldn’t know what to do with the information,” 

Ms. Ostrander said. “Are we going to segregate the ath-

letes who have the mutation to run separately?” For the 

moment, it is whippet owners who find themselves on the 

edge of that particular bioethical frontier.  

DNA Screening Tests 
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It was not exactly news to breeders that speed is an 

inherited trait: whippets were developed in the late 

1800s specifically for racing.  At a recent race here in 

southern New Jersey, some whippet owners wanted the 

mutation eliminated altogether, even if that meant fewer 

fast dogs. But as the dogs pounded after a lure at 35 

miles per hour, several owners allowed that they would 

prefer a whippet with the gene for speed.  

The headaches are enough to make some breeders long 

for the time when decisions about breeding were domi-

nated by intuition and pedigree charts. Selecting a mate, 

they say, was meant to involve mystery — in any species.  

“It makes it so there’s no creative expression “Now eve-

ryone’s just going to do the obvious thing.”  Even so, many 

veteran breeders welcome the transparency the tests 

confer. Because while like tends to beget like, it doesn’t 

always work that way. A poodle breeder, uses a DNA coat

-color test to ensure there are no genes for brown fur 

lurking beneath her black-and-cream-colored dogs.  

A Doberman breeder  screens dogs she is considering 

breeding for a gene responsible for von Willibrand dis-

ease, a bleeding disease like hemophilia that also affects 

humans.  DNA tests “are the greatest tools that have 

been offered to dog breeders since the beginning of 

dogs. You need to use them to improve the breed.” 

Many breeders hope this new effort to corral nature will 

weed out the numerous recessive diseases that plague 

purebred dogs after generations of human-imposed in-

DNA   continued 

breeding. But some question the wisdom of escalating inter-

vention. Mark Derr, an author who has written about the 

history of dog breeding, urges everyone to reconsider the 

goal of genetic purity. 

“I always use dogs as the example of why we don’t want to 

be mucking around with our own genome,” Mr. Derr said. 

“These people are trying to use DNA tests to solve problems 

of their own making.”  

Still, some proponents of using the DNA palette are propos-

ing to go even further. Dr. Neff, the University of California 

researcher, has proposed screening successive generations 

of dogs with DNA tests and breeding only those with genes 

for traits like stamina and scent detection to create a new 

breed of dogs to patrol subways and airports. , It could be 

done within a few years, he said, instead of the centuries it 

took shepherds to breed the sheepdogs that patrol their 

flocks.  

Even those who want to exert more direct control over dog 

DNA, however, agree that no genetic test can predict the 

intangible qualities that make a dog great.  

If a dog does not have the spirit to run a race, it is not go-

ing to win.  ‘Keenness’ is what we call it,”  - “Just like you can 

have a human athlete who’s really lazy, and all the genes in 

the world aren’t going to help.” 

IEditor’s Note”  I know this isn’t about Weims, but as 

we move to new breed it raises some interesting possi-

bilities…... 

BRAGS 
Roxie Nat/INT CH  Fairhaven’s BluSky’s the Limit NAVHDA P2 JR  took a 

break from hunting and whelped 12 beautiful pups May 22.  Sire is Outdoors 

Duke of Westend.  Many of them are going to people who will be working the 

pups in the field and going for the NAVHDA Natural Ability Test next spring. 

Roxie will continue her training and hopefully will be seen at the BWCA’s 

Rating Tests this fall and in Master Hunter next spring. 

Holly Hay’s Grouse earned his Junior Hunter title this past 

spring and is moving on to Senior.   

Christie Theriot’s boy Cooper is wracking up the points in agility and 

Rally—see their article  

Lyric, NAT/INT BA CH Fairhaven’s Daring to Dream 

NAVHDA P1 SH earned his Senior Hunter Title this past 

April  

Tresha’s Spirit earned her Senior Hunter title this past spring as well .   

Our blue dogs are out there  showing their stuff. 
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As it starts to drizzle some we head back to the club house 

for more info. We heard from experienced judges and about 

different hunting activities and associations. Before long it 

was time to gather our dogs and head to the main fields. This 

is it, what I’ve been waiting for. Each of us has to take turns. 

Well, if you know me, I won’t wait long before I jump up to 

volunteer to go next.  We were ready and ready to go. They 

showed Cooper the chucker , and then went to plant it. Coo-

per was on it like white on rice as the old saying goes. There 

was no straying, no sniffing, and no peeing. ALL ABOUT THE 

BIRDS. He did hold his point but as I tried to hold him, he 

caught the bird. He released in my hand and they told me to 

release the bird. Cooper was ready to get it again. Tap Tap on the whistle and I released Cooper again. Sure enough he 

pointed it. The bird handlers praised Cooper. I do not believe I could have smiled any harder or bigger. I bet I felt as 

proud as a parent on graduation day. Ok, maybe it was kindergarten graduation, but none the less I was proud.  

After the last gray Weim, the drizzle became even harder and the group decided to call it a day. What a great semi-

nar to attend. I hope this idea will be presented at many more nationals. This was a fabulous way to get new comers 

interested and involved with their Weims. Weimaraners were bred to hunt and sadly that natural ability has been ne-

glected. I personally hope to see this change in our breed. As we all packed up our belongings, I got a lot of very nice 

praises on how Cooper worked that day.  

 Day 4. The event I’ve been waiting for. A-G-I-L-I-T-Y  

Hot cups of overpriced hotel coffee and rain in the air - Smells like trouble brewing. All athletes are checking in and 

getting their numbers. I can feel the excitement then I turn to look at the field. What!??!! The field can’t possibly be 

this small. Correction, the field IS that small; little did I know that was the least of our issues -the sound of Canadian 

geese teasing our dogs from up in the air…. Seriously?? I feel the sudden coldness. Rain? I think there is someone 

with a great sense of humor that is doing this to us. While I volunteer during the excellent level dogs, I saw some 

amazing teamwork. I had to clear my eyes suddenly - another Blue?   Can it be possible. Indeed, another big blue Weim 

is at the start line. I’m cheering mentally but I’m standing still because I’m part of ring crew.  

Novice Fast is our first event to run for Cooper and I. We’re the first ones in the lineup. Nerves all of sudden take 

over. Cooper is looking for geese at the pond, I’m shaking because either of nerves or the freezing rain. Judge is 

ready. Go. I am telling Cooper "stayyyy" as I lead out for distance. I give him the release word and he is flying. Jump, 

Chute, out jump, Tunnel. Jump. Weaveeeeeeee. Dog walk (please lord don’t slip), ......Go Jump. The buzzard sounds. We 

did it Cooper Man in 29seconds!!!! That was our qualifying run to earn our Novice Fast Title!!! Cooper knows he did well. 

Congratulations are coming from our cheering squad up on the hill - our new friends from Connecticut, New York, and 

Australia. Cooper and I got a lot of compliments when we are awarded our title ribbon and 4th place ribbon. 

 Standard course is our second run. I’m still on our "title high"  so I just want Cooper to have a positive and safe time 

on the field.  Here we go Cooper man. Go blues!! Sit. Stay. As I get a lead out, Cooper breaks his stay. Dang it Coo-

per....now I have to run. This is a tough course, lots of traps. Not sure how much Cooper is hearing me. Running but I’m 

trying to not rush. Holy smokes ....can we pull this off?? Oh yes we can!!! Cooper and I just earned our second qualify-

ing leg in Open Standard and placed 4th.  

End of the day, I’m tired but the sun is now out. We have one more run to try. Open Jumpers. I thought the last one 

was tough  but this course is causing a lot of troubles for the dogs ahead of us. I don’t get but two lead out steps be-

fore Cooper starts running. By the third obstacle Cooper was looping around the tunnel and being silly. I try to make 

the most of it by getting him back on course. A few jumps later, I have no control over him so I nicely collect my dog 

and thank the judge with a polite wave of defeat. What can I say? He is a 4year old male Weimaraner. You can only 

ask so much out of them 

I proudly gather our ribbons and hook them on my jacket. As Cooper and I hike across the grass fields, we make our 

way to the conformation ring….. Lots of stares, glares, and fingers pointing as we walk by. We join my cousin and 

friends . Cooper is relaxing and stretching out beside my chair. As some of the people walk around our section I could 
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hear the rude whispering. Well to call it whispering is not exactly the truth. Some 

mumbled, some literally gasped. One breeder acted as if we had the plague. Another 

breeder that I’ve seen at some of the local big shows back home, acted as if she’d 

never seen me before and that I was invisible. Trying to be the better person, I 

just smiled at everyone. Did I mention that I hung up my ribbons on the back of my 

chair, so as they gasped at my blue Weim, they saw all his winning ribbons? Later as 

we walked around to shop at the vendors tents, I came across several blue lovers. 

One person did rescue work and was curious as to where I got Cooper. She gave him 

lots of high compliments and encouragement to continue one our journey in agility. 

Shortly after, a lovely young couple just had to come touch Cooper because he was 

their first encounter with a blue. They wanted a blue but were worried about health 

issues. I quickly got out a paper and pen and gave them every blue website I knew.  

 Day 5. RALLY  

I woke up this morning and could feel I wasn’t hundred percent—maybe it was the rain the last two days. Cooper and I 

arrive at the Obedience/ Rally ring. Many dogs are having troubles ignoring the allure of goose poop in the ring. The ring 

crew did the best job possibly to make sure the field was clean. Can you blame the Weims for wanting to use their noses 

when there is such an appealing fragrance of goose poop? After watching all the obedience that morning, I was ready 

for rally. I was in for a rude awakening with Cooper. Technically yesterday’s agility was our first agility show. So this is 

our first outdoor rally show. We are dealing with the goose poop, little birds fluttering outside the ring, and some of the 

geese flying over our heads honking, I saw a few Weimaraner jump over the fence during obedience and chase after the 

birds. Our turn is next. I bargained with Cooper. Just please stay in the ring, Cooper. That is all I ask of you boy. Cooper 

looks up at me like he understands. I hand the leash to the judge and we begin our course. At least my dog did not wait 

till the end to screw up. He did it right from the beginning. I could not allow any of this behavior because he would think 

he could do it every time. I collect my dog and thank the judge. We had one more Rally run that day because we are try-

ing to achieve the highest rally title possible- RALLY ADVANCED EXCELLENT. That means you have to double qualify to 

earn a point. You need 10 points to earn this title. We already paid for this entry so we might as well give it a try. 

…………..Cooper obviously needs a lot of experience showing on grass  - Cooper earns a 2nd place this time.  

 Day 6th Rally  

We have a complete repeat of the previous day in rally. This time we walk away both times with no ribbons. The birds 

and distractions prove to be too much for my big blue boy. We walk around with our heads held up high and called it a 

day. What better way to spend my day? I was with my blue boy and watching other Weims perform in the sunshine. We 

tracked our way across that long grass field again to the conformation ring. Today was a better day at that ring. I got 

to sit next to a new dear friend from Australia. She taught me about their kennel and show rules. Not to mention she 

really loved Cooper, so she was really cool in my book! We did not get as many stares or glares. For some reason every-

one who did come up to us, asked if Cooper was a Blue Great Dane / Weimaraner cross. I politely explained that he was 

in fact a blue Weimaraner and he was well within the standard size. 

Day 7th Final Day. 

Cooper and I were not showing so we attended the conformation show again, but this time it was to support my cousin’s 

Weims. I picked out a few winners as I watch them prance around the ring. We were down to the last event..... Best 

bred by group. My cousin’s Weim won it. What a way to finish our week.  

Weimaraner Nationals 2010 in Gettysburg, PA was a wonderful experience. Over all, we got lots of attention by being 

one of two blues showing. Most of the people were welcoming and curious to learn more about blues. It will not happen 

overnight, but I feel that showing more quality blues will help improve public image. Nationals were barely over, before I 

started counting down the days till Weimaraner Nationals 2011 in Ohio. I hope to see more blues participating.  

Cristi Theriot  Downsville, LA 

Willow Creek Farm APHA Horses and Weimaraners  

 


