
   

The Blue Weimaraner Club of America is end-
ing our first year.  We are slowly accomplish-
ing some of our goals.   Our website, 
BWCoA.com, designed and maintained by 
Renee Viehmann, has had a lot of traffic.  
Renee is preparing to migrate the site to a 
new platform.  Our Membership is growing, 
though slowly.  She has set up other sites on 
Facebook/Twitter etc. that have gathered 
quite a following.  Renee also conceived of the 
Fundraiser and did all the work herself which 
has enabled us to cover BWCA expenses and 
also send funds to cover expenses for blue 
Weims in need in rescue.   All of the profit 
received from the calendar  will also go toward 
blue rescue expenses .  I just don’t think we 
would have survived without Renee. She has 
been a goading force, cracking the whip when 
needed.  Thank You Renee. 

The Software we purchased for the Registry 
has about 300 dogs in the database.  Remem-
ber club members can register their dogs at 
no charge.  That is just a drop in the bucket 
folks, and a lot of those are ancestors.  Be 
sure to register your dog and pass the word to 
other blue owners you know. 

We are in need of breeders to promote excel-
lence in the Blue Weimaraner.  We are in need 
of people that have a passion to see this breed 
excel.  If those of us that  fought this fight 
50 years ago  had succeeded with their idea 

of going for new breed back in the ‘70’s.. 
..well just think how much better the blues 
would be now.   

It has been suggested we apply to NAVHDA 
for new breed registration, and we will be 
looking into that possibility.  We have re-
ceived information that the United Kennel 
Club will lift the DQ/Elimination on January 
1, 2010 from the Weimaraner Standard and 
will allow  Long Hairs and Blues in the show 
ring alongside the Grays.  This is due to Doni 
Gruszecki’s efforts and we applaud her ef-
forts and commitment.  UKC apparently 
would rather have the LH and Blues not as a 
variety or new breed. It will be interesting 
to see how this pans out and how it will af-
fect our situation at this point in time.  

 Blues are popping up in other parts of the 
world in increasing numbers.  As they are 
not allowed to register in those countries, 
the situation will only deteriorate as it did 
here because there will be no regulation if 
there is not an organization to offer them 
registration to legitimize their dogs.  Legiti-
mate breeders will not breed them, but the 
BYB will have a large outlet as the public 
really likes the look, without understanding 
the needs of the dog itself.  The Blues 
there are coming from HERE and that puts 
the responsibility for them directly on our 
shoulders.                                                         
Continued on page 6 

Letter from the President 

Dog tags ring, are you listenin'?   In the lane, snow is glistenin'.  It's yellow, NOT white, 
I've been there tonight,  Marking up my winter wonderland.  Smell that tree? That's my 
fragrance.  It's a sign for wand'ring vagrants;  Avoid where I pee,  It's MY pro-per-ty!  
Marking up my winter wonderland.  In the meadow dad will build a snowman,  Following the 
classical design.  Then I'll lift my leg and let it go man,  So all the world will know it's mine-
mine-mine!  Straight from me to the fence post,  Flows my natural incense boast;  Stay off 
of my TURF,  This small piece of Earth,  I marked it as my winter wonderland. 
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2010 Blue Weimaraner Calendar 

After over 400 photo submissions the 2010 Blue Wei-
maraner calendar is now on sale.  This year the calendar 
is being produced on behalf of BWCA with 100% net 
proceeds going to help blue Weimaraners in rescue in 
the US and abroad.  So far, we have sold 111 out of 250 
for a total of $2,128.  Expenses including printing, Pay-
Pal fees, and shipping total $2,207.  We need to sell 130 
to break even.  Please spread the word to your friends, 
family and Weim owners to get their copy.  It’s for a 
good cause and who can resist looking at those pretty 
blue babies every month??? 

2009 Fundraiser Raffle/Silent Auction 

This October, I got a wild hair and put together 
BWCA’s first official raffle/silent auction fundraiser.  
I contacted friends, family and the blue Weim commu-
nity as well as local and national company’s to request 
donations for the Blue Weimaraner cause.  Some really 
great raffle prizes and some HUGE silent auction prizes 
were donated and lots of people bought raffle tickets 
and bid on silent auction items. 

 

All of those donations and sales made for a successful 
fundraiser where BWCA raised over $600 in raffle 
ticket sales and $570 on silent auction items.  Proceeds 
from the fundraiser benefit blue Weimaraner rescue as 
well a BWCA operations. 

BWCA would like to give special thanks to all of our 
donors: 

Heather Long, Coopers Collars 

Bull & Margarette-Ann Jayne 

Cristi Theriot 

Karen Sandvold 

Mindy Wilson,  

Kia’s Kards 

Liz Fairlee 

Rudy s Hideaway 

Sandee Smith 

Christine Banta 

Chilly Dawgs 

Dog Gone Good 

Gun Dog Supply 

Trailfeathers 

Kathleen Bray 

Gail Klinger 

Reneé Viehmann 

Michelle Adkins & Clint Green 

Chuck Clark  

William Wegman  

BWCA Fundraiser/Raffle/Auction and Calendar  by Renee Viehmann 
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The Most Important Virtue 

 

What is inside the mind and spirit of a dog is much more important than the looks of 

the dog from the outside.  What we remember of dogs we have lost thru time isn’t the 

lovely picture; it is the funny behaviors, how they always are looking at us, how well 

they performed their tasks. 

 

The beauty of a dog fades, as does the beauty of a person, and what is left is the gift of 

the spirit. As we age most of us begin to realize that the appearance is not as important 

as the substance of our characters. 

 

The look in the eye of a working dog as it performs its task, the expression of un-

bounded joy in the face of a field trial retriever, the dedication seen in the tireless 

searching of baggage by a customs dog. This is what we remember. 

 

After many years of being a show dog fancier, as well as an obedience and trail com-

petitor, I find the brain on the inside of the head is much more important than the skin 

on the outside. 

 

Tam Cordingley, Foxridge Farms 
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Want to do something fun out in the fresh air with your dog?  Try tracking.  Tracking is new to me and I 
thought it would be something fun for both me and my youngest dog, Siegfried 2 ½ years (aka Sir Sniffs Allot).  I’m in-
volved with rally, agility, discing, tried fly ball (too much barking for us), but our main sport is tracking in the spring, 

summer and fall.  I might do some urban work in the winter, depends how 
cold it is.  There are a few types/purposes of tracking, SAR (Search & Res-
cue), AKC/CKC sport tracking and Schutzhund tracking. 

It’s been a learning experience over the last 1.5 years starting out with 
doing a very informal type of search of rescue tracking which includes air 
and ground scenting.  From there I decided I wanted to learn more about 
tracking and maybe in the future enter a CKC trial, which is nose down 
work.  I’ve gone to several seminars, I’m a seminar junky, all great, all simi-
lar, but all with their own different ideas and techniques.   

 

For me it was great to get various opinions and options to try and find 
out what works best for us.  It has also given me several ideas on 
teaching article indication.  I’ve also learned, as a handler, there is a 
lot to learn about reading and handling your dog and trusting your dog.  
With CKC/AKC tracking there is the traditional TD and TDX, which 
are titles for working on vegetation and there are now titles for urban 
tracking for working on vegetation and non-vegetation surfaces (ie. 
gravel, pavement, dirt, etc).  Traditionally most people start out 
tracking on vegetation and work up to non-veg surfaces because the 
school of thought was that non-veg surfaces are more difficult for a 
dog.  This year I went to a Steve and Jen White seminar (they are 
based in Seattle), the HITT seminar (Hydration Intensified Tracking 
Training).  Their view is that you start on non-veg first using their HITT system and if your dog can do that he can do 
the veg portion with no problems.  With tracking titles you have to have a TD before you attempt an urban title.   

 

Through a tracking friend/trainer, we met with Dan Waters, the top 5 in Can-
ada in Schutzhund tracking, one Saturday to watch his dogs track and get 
some pointers and find out how SchH tracking (footstep tracking) is done.  
Watching Dan’s dog track was amazing, SchH tracking is stricter than CKC/
AKC but it was great to get advice, ask questions and see how it can be done.  
To start out they put food in every footstep and don’t let the dog cast off 
the track at all and they encourage the dog to take every treat.  It was diffi-
cult with Sig as he has so much drive and is so powerful he wants to go like a 
rocket and he needs to slow down and focus which we are working on and have 
made progress. 

 

It’s very exciting to see your dog on the track, with Sig his nose is down and his tail vibrates and there is a bounce in his 
step.  Sig has so much drive and is very intense, he does everything 110%.  Most importantly, when tracking always end 
on a positive note and play with your dog or give him a treat at the end.  Sig anxiously 
waits for me to throw something, he’s a retrieving machine. 

 

Every dog has a sniffer and likes to use it, why not give it a try whether you want to do    
it for fun, try for a title or do search and rescue? If you have the opportunity to go to a 
seminar or take a class I would encourage you go or do some reading on it.  You 
can go out yourself or find a tracking buddy.  There are several chat lists for 
trackers and many cities and towns have tracking clubs.  Happy Tracking. 

Did Someone Say Tracking???   By Gail Vanderhaeghe 

Member Profile

The best times I’ve had tracking are 

when I’ve been out by myself with my 

dog and felt so good about following 

behind him on a track.  Dogs track 

because they love it and they love you.  

It’s about the relationship and times to 

remember. 



 4 

 
People born in the Year of the Dog possess the best 
traits of human nature.  
They have a deep sense of loyalty, are honest, and 
inspire other people’s confidence because they know 
how to keep secrets.  
But Dog People are somewhat selfish, terribly stubborn, 
and eccentric.  
They care little for wealth, yet somehow always seem 
to have money. 
They can be cold emotionally and sometimes distant at 
parties. 
They can find fault with many things and are noted for 
their sharp tongues.  
Dog people make good leaders.  
They are compatible with those born in the Years of 
the Horse, Tiger, and Rabbit.  

New Member—Robert Antonelli and Flaps 

Flaps came into our lives in the spring of 2007 just 
after losing our first gray (Aileron) to the contami-
nated dog food.  Aileron was 2 weeks short of his 14th 
birthday.  At the time, we still had a 10 year old gray 
female (Rudder).  We lost her due to bladder cancer a 
year ago in May. Rudder lived with us and Aileron lived 
with Bob at his home.  Bob did not want another gray 
because he felt no other gray could take Aileron’s 
place.  Judy and I, dog sit Flaps during the day while 
Bob is at work. 

  The Lord must have known Bob needed a friend af-
ter loosing Aileron, because we found an advertise-
ment in the local paper for blue puppies.  After a 
short phone conversation with the breeder, we were 
on our way to see them.  There were 2 females and 1 
male.  Bob picked up the male and sat down on the 
steps at the breeder’s house.  Flap’s put his head on 
Bob’s shoulder, the mother came over behind Bob 
gave him a once over, checked out her pup, gave Bob a 
lick on the side of his face as if approving of the new 
partnership. 

Flaps attended puppy obedience classes and received 
his Canine Good Citizen (CGC) certificate at 6 months.  
He has been through 3 levels of obedience and is 
presently a registered therapy dog with Therapy Dog 
International (TDI).  We visit weekly at St. Ann’s 
Community here in Rochester, NY and are presently 
checking out additional locations that have requested 
therapy dogs visits through TDI. 

Flap’s life is not all work.  He gets to play “Fly-Ball” 
every Tuesday evening.  He has a fixation for tennis 
balls and will normally be found carrying one around in 
his mouth during the day.  When the TV is on, Flaps 
will sit on the couch next to one of us watching it as 
intently as any human.  He doesn’t like it when there 
are other animals on the TV.  He will run around into 
the room behind where the TV is located to check 
that they are not in his home.  Flaps and I will take 2 
walks daily. Sometimes when Judy and I return home 
from an errand, we’ll find a note on the kitchen table 
that our neighbor (who has a key to our house) will 

have taken Flaps 
and they are off 
to walk the shore-
line of Lake On-
tario in a local 
county park. 

After supper each 
evening Flaps has 
to have his 4 cook-
ies (only vanilla creams from Aldi’s will do).  Just before 
bedtime each evening he has to get 1 scoop of lactose free 
vanilla ice cream, which we warm up in the microwave and 
serve it in his dish.  He then knows it time to go out and to 
bed.  He rules the bed and has to have a warm mattress.  
Sometime during the night he will snuggle up next to Bob 
and almost push him out of bed.  Most morning Bob and Flaps 
are sharing the same pillow.  

As you can see from the names of our dogs both Bob and I 
like airplanes, we are radio controlled airplane pilots and Bob 
named each after a different part of an airplane. 

Alex Antonelli 

Frosty Paws Dog Treat 

32 oz. Plain Yogurt            1 Mashed Banana 

2 Tbsp. Peanut Butter         2 Tbsp. Honey 

Mix all ingredients in your blender, then dump into 

ice cube trays, paper cups, or even into a Kong toy 

to freeze  and serve.  
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In February of this year, we 
suffered the heartbreaking 
loss of our sweet Jake.  Even 
though we knew he was ill the 
loss was devastating.  Prince 
Jacob Raven was a wonderful 
and amazing Weim.  He was 
handsome and happy.  He had 
the best smile. 
 
We had no intention of getting 
another dog after losing 
Jake.  The pack dynamic changed a lot after Jake 
passed.  They were almost too quiet and calm.  It became 
apparent that it was Jake that got them up and moving in 
the morning.  It was Jake that decided it was time to go 
out, time to eat, time for a treat, time to relax, what-
ever.  Without Jake, they slept until we got up.  They did-
n't even remind us when it was time to eat.  It seemed like 
all they did was sleep, eat and only go out to do their busi-
ness.  Most of the time they just laid around.  And Gunnar 
seemed very quiet.  It was obvious that they missed Jake, 
or at least his presence.  And after about a month and a 
half, John said to me, "Maybe a little girl would be nice 
for Gunnar".  Well, that was all it took for me.  John was 
interested in a GSP girl but I had my heart set on a blue 
girl. 
 
I contacted Weim Rescue of the South about a pretty 
little girl named "Lady" that I had seen on their site 
months before Jake had passed.  I emailed them and to 
my surprise, Lady was still in need of a forever home. I 

was told that Lady was very small and thin 
and had many small injuries and had at 
some point broken her two front legs.  The 
legs had healed thankfully pretty well on 
their own,  but you could tell she had been 
injured.  She also had a full tail that had 
been injured at the kennel which had to 
have the last three inches of her lovely tail 
amputated.   I submitted an adoption appli-
cation and we were accepted.  
 
We met Lady and her foster Mom in Mary-

land.  Lady was even more beautiful than we imagined.  Her 
pictures did not do her justice at all.  She was the tiniest 
little Weim we had ever seen.  She was so delicate and 
sweet.  Even though she had been with her foster family 
for 5 months, she seemed to know we were her new fam-
ily.  We brought each dog out one at a time to meet her 
and they all seemed happy.  When it was time to go, she 
jumped right into the truck onto my lap.  We took them all 
to a local dog park and they played for about an hour.  
Rocky liked her right off the bat.  Lady, now  called 
Schatze, (we actually named her Middleton's Raven Blaue 
Schatz-Dam.  Raven, after Jake, Blue Treasure Lady) 
spent her first night with us curled up in John's arms.  
 
We felt from the very beginning that she was meant to be 
ours;  that somehow, Jake had decided we needed her as 
much as she needed us.  Things fell into place just so well 
right from the moment I realized she was still looking for 
a forever home after being up for adoption for months. 
Continued on page 6 

RESCUE  -  Our New Blue Girl  -Schatze Lady                    by Lynn Middleton 
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Once we got home with her, I finally got the opportu-
nity to go through all the paperwork that her foster 
mom had given to me.  Schatze's birthday is July 6, 
2007.  Jake's birthday is July 6, 1997.  I could hardly 
believe it.  I cried when I saw it and showed John.  John 
had to see it in writing.  I had to find Jake's papers and 
show him.    
 
That reinforced for 
both of us what I 
already knew in my 
heart.  That Jake 
brought Schatze to 
us; he chose her 
for us.  And he was 
soooo right!  She 
has been the per-
fect addition to our pack.  Even Silkie loves her.  Silkie 
treats Schatze like her baby -  corrects her when nec-
essary, and loves on her, too.  We never thought we 
would see that from Madame.  And Gunnar and Schatze 
have formed a special bond....just like the one that 
Scout and Silkie share.  We love our little blue girl!! 
 
Lynn and John Middleton 
 

Schatze Lady  cont’d  Letter from the President 

A client brought a litter of Weimaraner puppies to my 
veterinary clinic for a check up. As the look-alike 
pups squirmed over and under one another in their 
box, I realized it would be difficult to tell the treated 
ones from the rest. 
 
 I turned on the water faucet, wet my fingers, and 
moistened each dog's head when I had finished. 
 
After the fourth puppy, I noticed my hitherto talkative 
client had grown silent. As I sprinkled the last pup's 
head, the woman leaned forward and whispered, "I 

We need dedicated volunteers so this club can offer com-
petitive events, so you can display all the attributes your 
dogs has to offer.  Competition encourages excellence.  
We want to offer ratings test with similar titles as the 
WCA, such as Shooting Dog, Retrieving Dog which actually 
would be fairly reasonable to set up with volunteer help.  
We highly encourage all blue owners to get out there and 
do something.   

We do receive inquiries from people wanting blues and 
asking for breeder recommendations.  A lot of them are 
looking for their second blue.  They were burned with 
their first pup as they were uninformed and purchased it 
from a BYB or puppy mill and although they loved that dog 
there were endless problems.  At this point we don’t feel 
able to recommend breeders because we really don’t have 
enough information….mostly an agreement to our COE and 
Breeding Regulations and an interest to become an ap-
proved breeder. 

I know some of you are proving your dogs and are doing all 
the right things…so please contact me.   Liz@bwcoa.com   
Even if you  don’t have an interest to join with us in our 
endeavor for new breed, you may have some insight which 
will benefit us and the Blue Weimaraner.  Remember this 
club is for the betterment of the Blue Weimaraner.  For 
those of you who may not want to separate yourself from 
the Weimaraner  (new breed) know that you can still  have 
a big impact on the Blue Weimaraner by becoming a mem-
ber and volunteering to better this breed.  For those of 
you who feel as some of us do, that the blue is better off 
going in a new direction we welcome your involvement to 
help us toward that end.  There may be two paths we are 
moving down at the moment.  It is still to be determined 
how they intersect. 

Liz Fairlee 
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Assembling a canine first aid kit for home or travel use is 
fairly simple. In fact, its pretty easy to assemble a kit 
that will serve both human and canine members of your 
family! 
Dosage information listed here comes from the Merck 
Manual. ***PLEASE consult your own vet about appropri-
ate uses and doses before giving your dog any of these 
medications. Also be sure to become familiar with the side 
effects and Adverse Reactions before using any of these 
medications -- while they are considered fairly safe and 
are not prescription medications, there may be some dogs 
that will react badly to some of these drugs.*** 

 
The first thing you need for a good first aid kit is a suit-
able container. On the outside, with permanent marker, 
label the box "First Aid" on all sides -- in an emergency 
someone else might have to locate and use this kit. Tape 
to the inside of the box lid, a card with the following in-
formation: 

1.  Your name, address, phone#                                         
2.  Name & phone# of someone to contact, in an emer-
gency, who will take care of your dogs if you are incapaci-
tated                                                                                 
3.  Your dog's names and any information about any medi-
cations they take, any allergies or significant medical con-
ditions they have                                                              
4.  Name & phone# of your vet 

 

Its also a good idea to keep copies of your dog's vac-

cination records, including a copy of the Rabies Cer-

tificate, and any medication specific to your dog, in a 

packet in the First Aid kit. Also tape to the inside of 

the box lid, a card with a list of common medications, 

their general dosages, and the specific dose for the 

weights of your own dogs:                                            

 

  Items to Include: 

Dressings & Bandages: 
Adhesive Tape (1 inch roll) 
Gauze Pads (3 or 4 inch 
square) 
Gauze Rolls (2 inch for small 
pet, 3 inch for big dogs) 
Triangular Bandages                                                       
Non-stick bandage pads 

Small clean cotton rags or 
wash cloths (can be used as 
pressure bandages) 

 

Instruments: 
Digital Thermometer               Scissors (blunt end)                                                                    
Eye Dropper                            Tweezers                                                
Splinter forceps or small hemostats 
Syringe (12cc with needle removed) 
 
Ointments, Disinfectants & Medications ; 
Antibiotic (triple) 
Hydrogen Peroxide (3%) &  large syringe: to induce vom-
iting 
Betadine Solution               Cortisone spray or cream (1%)                                  
Vinegar or Baking Soda (a mild alkali for neutralizing 
burns caused by acids) 
Activated Charcoal (for absorbing poisons) 
Petroleum Jelly (or other water based sterile lubricant ) 
Kaopectate   1 ml per 1 lb per 2 hours (3-4 TBSP per 65 
lb dog, 2 hrs) 
Chemical Ice Pack                                                     
Quick Stop" hemostatic powder (for bleeding toenails 
Eye irrigation solution – Sterile saline eye wash           
Gentle antiseptic soap: e.g. Hibiclens                        
"Super Glue" or nail glue                                              
Benadryl (liquid or capsules): dose is 1 - 2 mg per lb.         
body weight every 8 hours: capsules are 25 mg.          
Epsom salts                                                                 
Ascriptin (buffered aspirin) 5 mg per lb every 12 hrs (1 
325mg tablet per 65lb dog per 12 hrs) Never use ibupro-
fen or Tylenol for dogs as both are toxic                    
Rescue Remedy 

Misc. Equipment & Supplies: 
Small flashlight                            Needle nose pliers 
Q-tips                                           Razor Blades 
Extra Leash & Collar                     Muzzle                                                                       
Matches                                        Tweezers              
Magnifying lens                             Tongue depressos  
Plastic Bags (for clean up or samples) 
Panty hose (to serve as muzzle or tourniquet              
Container of cool water (for drinking, cleaning & cold 
compresses                                                                 
Several aluminum rods: stiff but just bendable; length 
should be as long as your dog's leg.                          
"Space" blanket/ Compact thermal blanket or other heat 
reflective blanket.                                                           
2 pair thick socks to fit dog's paws loosely + duct tape to 
attach.                                                                 
Deskunking: Hydrogen Peroxide and Baking Soda  (1/4c 
Baking soda, 1 part  peroxide to  1 gal water)                       

 
*  You may wish to add additional items  for homeopathic 
substances, then print your list and keep in the kit for 
updating 
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Knowledge is Power ...and More          by Pat Hastings 

Volume 1 Issue 3 

One pearl of wisdom I was fortunate to 
receive over the years were these words: 
A sound dog will age gracefully, be less 
likely to break down from stress or in-
jury, experience less fatigue and greater 
efficiency in work, and stay healthier and 
more attractive throughout its life.  

It is an essential to structurally evaluate 
each litter bred. I do not mean to take 
anything away from type. Type is undeniably at the center 
of the dog show world - and should be. Breed conforma-
tion is founded on type. However type without a sound, 
functional structure is rather like breeding balloon ani-
mals - producing a recognizable form lacking in substance. 
Even dogs bred as companions need good health in order 
to be companionable.  

Function is as important as type. What does it take to 
develop both function and type in a breeding program? 
Engineers can relate to the essential design of the dog. 
The dog's structure serves a purpose; if that structure is 
too weak or improper to live up to its purpose, it is more 
likely to break down. It is cruel to ask a dog to perform a 
task for which its structure is poorly equipped. The rea-
son is simple: the human-animal bond is strong, most dogs 
will do all we ask for as long as they can - they'll jump, 
herd, hunt, run, walk, jog the track, or do agility until they 
can no longer do so. They will keep going until their physi-
cal structure is incapable of one more step. How soon they 
will reach that point depends on our awareness of and re-
spect for their inherent strengths and weaknesses.  

What happens when dogs reach the point of breakdown? 
The average owner's tendency is to get frustrated with 
the dog Many times I have been approached by owners 
wanting to know why their dogs suddenly won't take the 
jumps after so many good performances. These people 
want to know why their dogs are suddenly being disobedi-
ent. In almost every case we have encountered, the dog's 
structure has broken down. Most people are genuinely 
unaware of their dogs' physical condition when such be-
havior patterns begin to emerge and the body is simply 
telling the dog it cannot do another jump. 

Structural weaknesses are not limited to mediocre show 
dogs - they can be found in top-winning dogs. A judge is 
compelled to judge a dog on its qualities, but weaknesses 
must be taken into consideration. If structural weak-

nesses are overlooked, breeder and judge 
are helping to perpetuate weaknesses and 
are creating serious problems within an en-
tire breed. 

It doesn't stop with the show ring or the 
field trial. We all cry out against puppy 
mills, yet some of the most crippled pet 
dogs I have come in contact with were pur-
chased from reputable breeders who were 

completely unaware of the structural weaknesses in the 
puppies they were selling.  

The owner bears the financial and emotional burden of 
surgeries or pain killers and of deciding at which point 
the dog would be best served by euthanasia. Puppy mills 
are interested in profits. A breeder's first priority is to 
the breed. The distinction is vast and the responsibility 
enormous. No breeder or breed is best served by relying 
entirely on conformation wins. Breed to a winning stud 
dog with structural weaknesses and your breeding pro-
gram is in trouble. One of the worst tragedies in the dog 
world is when a structural problem becomes so pervasive 
in a breed that it is gradually accepted as a normal as-
pect of the breed. 

The answer lies in learning correct structure and the 
consequences of incorrect structure. A dog acquired for 
jumping in agility should have no looseness in the elbows 
or lack in prosternum which can stretch and damage tis-
sue in front assemblies. A dog with slipped hocks should 
never be expected to perform coursing, herding, or re-
petitive jumping because the lack of stability in the hock 
joint damages the tissue integrity and eventually causes 
bone or joint deterioration. A sporting dog with a ewe 
neck will eventually be incapable of carrying a bird. A dog 
bred to go-to-ground is fairly useless if its loin is too 
short. A herring gut or high hocks diminish stamina. A 
weak underjaw prevents a strong grasp. An overangulated 
rear, which creates sickle hocks, causes a poorly syn-
chronized gait, which destroys its efficiency. Shoulders 
set too close together impedes the ability of a tracking 
dog to keep its nose to the ground. A tail set too low in-
terferes with an effortless gait. 

All dogs have imperfections, as do we all. However, it is 
important to view those imperfections in relation to what 
the dog will be asked to do. If we cannot recognize 
structural weaknesses we risk the quality of their lives, 
not to mention the quality of our breeding programs. 
Knowledge is more than power - it 
is a substantial component to 
the future well-being of our 
breeds 

If more breeders had a working knowledge of 
canine structure, we would see far fewer 
structural weaknesses in the show ring.  


