
   

First, a big thank you to all for your patience! 

The project was conceived, internally funded, and 

undertaken by Prof. Dr. J.T. Epplen and his Staff 

at Ruhr University, Bochum, Germany.  If you 

have not already seen it, there is an interview 

article on my website with Dr. Epplen on the 
"DNA News" Page. 

  

The work had to be completed around their regu-

lar duties and availability, so four months is still 

an impressive turn around time considering the 

amount of work that had to be done between two 

technicians and two scientists in their spare time. 

Both Dr. Epplen and I would like to express our 

deep appreciation to your group for having the 

courage to step forward and participate in this 

project. This is a long standing, stale and divisive 

issue for this breed, and you had the fortitude to 

participate with your dogs, whatever the outcome. 

It has not gone un-noticed. 

As you can imagine, any new information may ig-

nite yet another fire storm of activity and musing 

within the breed, but I am already confident you 

are more than capable of weathering the storm 
and moving forward with your plans and activities.  

The attached is written purely scientifically with 

no interpretations, individual input or influence on 

anyone's part, and I think it is prudent to let the 

science rest on its own merit on this subject. Af-

ter you have had a short time to absorb the infor-

mation, Dr. Epplen will be forwarding the attached 

document to the President of the German Weima-

raner Klub e. V.,  as a courtesy,  and why it is in 

bilingual format. 

It is important to note that Dr. Epplen wanted 

you, the participants, to have the main points of 

the results as soon as possible. Yet, because this 

will be published in a formal, scientific paper, 
there are limits to pre-disclosing the full results 

and facts publicly. Doing so will/shall nullify the 

findings. So, some specific questions may go unan-

swered at this point. We hope you understand. The 

full paper with all the facts and findings will take 

some time to be published, which is normal. It 

hasn't been drafted yet, because the results have      

………..continued on Page 2                                           

Preliminary Results of the DNA Study of Blue Weimaraners— by Bethany Manderson 

New Breed   

With  regards to DNA study conducted at the Ruhr 

University in Germany, it at least puts an end to the 

debate about the origin of the blue Weims. 

Until the final  paper is published on the study we 

won’t know exactly how it ( and what exactly  ‘it’ is) 

only shows up in the blues and how it will affect us. 

But it leads me to think it may give us a way out of 

our dilemma.  According to AKC they will not accept 

a new breed from a DQ or a new variety.  But if this 

study shows that in actuality the blue is genetically 

a different breed we may be able to  override the 

AKC restrictions as written and gain acceptance 

from AKC as a new breed. 

In any case, we are proceeding along our present 

path to achieve new breed status. We purchased 

software that will allow us to register our Blues and 

thereby have a record including full pedigrees .  

There are fields for each dog’s 

breeder, owner, ancestors, pictures of each of 
those if available, OFA for Hips/Elbows and 

other medical checks, DNA, other Registry info, 

titles, and pretty much any type of entry we wish 

to include.  When we get to the point of switching 

it over to our new breed, we can add additional 

components of the software to incorporate more 

genetic information. 

I have already entered about 300 dogs although 

quite a few of those are from the 70’s.   

I am asking for all of you to send me the pedi-

grees of your blues so I can include them in this 

registry.  As time goes on I will also be entering 

litters as well.  If you are a breeder read the 

Breeding Recommendations about litter registra-

tions.     Liz Fairlee 
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been confirmed with all necessary  controls only very, very 

recently.  Dr. Epplen has a few words of appreciation and 

thanks he would like to send along to you personally:           

 "Trying to investigate the coat color genetics of the 'Blues' 

vs. Greys was a high-risk project: Who would volunteer to 

supply us with the utmost critical samples without which 
there would no DNA testing at all? Initially we had many star-

tling offers from Europe by phone, letters and emails, but 

only very few swabs and blood samples finally arrived here. So 

the entire project was in limbo, until fortunately the North-

American 'Blue' community stepped in forcefully with a suffi-

cient number of excellently selected and classified samples. 

Because of this participation, my vision for tackling this pro-

ject now has results to bear." 

Participating countries in this project were: United States, 

Canada, Germany and France.  Dr. Epplen and his Staff ask 

that all questions, comments, etc. be directed to myself as 

project liaison. 

Sincere thanks,  Bethany Manderson, Canada 

www.foresterweimaraners.com 

Preliminary results of the project: Ad the genetic source of 

‘Blues’ (Weimaraners)  

1. In order to investigate the genetics of dark coat coloring in 

so-called ‘Blue’ Weimaraner dogs several relevant genes were 

scrutinised in a cohort of certified ‘Blues’. The relevant gene 

was identified.  

2. There was no evidence of any natural (back-)mutation in 

the abovementioned gene relevant for the grey color of Wei-

maraners. A back-mutation from a non-functional Weimaraner 

allele to the respective 'Blue' allele is in addition highly 
unlikely based on the average mutation rate of 10-8 per nu-

cleotide. 

3. Together this factual situation is most parsimoniously ex-

plained by cross-breeding of a ‘Blue’ allele into the Weimara-

ner population. 

DNA Study continued from page 1 You Know You Have a Weimaraner If…. 

You think you look good in 

blaze orange 

You have live quail living in 

your garage 

You tell your kids to whoa 

before crossing the street 

Areas of your backyard are 

left unmowed to teach your 

dog to hunt the objectives 

When it’s time to go to bed 

you tell your kids to  kennel 

The phone operators at Ca-

bela’s recognize your voice 

You think blaze orange is a 

fashion statement 

“Your honor” has nothing to 

do with a judge 

You don’t understand why no one in your office knows how to 

plant quail 

Your dream vacation is to Ardmore, OK, not Hawaii 

Your dog beeps when you are hunting 

Birdy refers to a highly aroused state of mind, not a parakeet 

House hunting criteria all start with "the dogs need..." 

You collect William Wegman books 

You recite the potato chip jingle 

"You can't have just one". 

Agility Blessing 

 May the tunnels not have too much suction, May the course be fun  and fast. May your dog not stop to say "hello" to the photogra-

phers they pass! 

 May the table not be too slippery, May the chute house no scary  beasts, May all the yellow parts be touched with one little toe,  

at least. 

 May the wind be always at your back, May no bars fall on the  ground. 

May the A-frame have no stop sign on the top, May the judge's  whistle never sound. 

May your dog obey all correct commands And ignore the ones that  are wrong. 

May your heart be light, your feet be sure and the bond with your  dog grow strong. 

At the finish line, may great joy abound, regardless of your  score, You have your dog, your dog has you,, and who could ask for  

more? 

 Written by: PJ Hughes 

Drawing by Karen Sandvold 
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No, I’m not talking about BASEBALL!!  I’m talking about getting 

you and your dog outside in this beautiful weather and doing 
some bird work!  Not into hunting?  Neither was I!  I had never 

hunted a day in my life.  But the day I saw a dog go on point in 

real life, it honestly brought a tear to my eye it was so beauti-

ful.  At that point, I wanted nothing more than to see my dog 

do what she was bred to do, so we started training.   

That was September of 2007 and Roxie was only 5.5 months 

old.  Now she’s almost 2 yrs old, has earned an Junior Hunter 
title and is on her way to Senior Hunter .  She has also earned 

a NAVHDA Natural Ability title- 

all because she and I spend time 

in the fields working and learning 

how to hunt TOGETHER.  Being 

in the field with her is a great 

deal of fun for both of us as she 

gets to EXERCISE and run free 

and find birds and I get to EX-

ERCISE too while keeping up 
with her.  Not only that, I be-

lieve it has created a stronger 

bond between us.    

Once we are done with all of the tests, I hope to be able to 

continue hunting with her recreationally.  I had never consid-

ered shooting for myself after all, I’m just a girl!  Then I met a 

woman from NAVHDA who told me that even a girl can go out 
and hunt and shoot over her own dogs and ya never know, I 

might like it.   

Last year, I attended a NRA Women’s shotgun clinic and 

Even with no time available to  really hit the practice hard, Sir 

Augustus Viraatus RA, CGC, CL2  entered his first Rally Excellent 
Class, Thursday, 8/20/09  at Lake Co. Kennel Club of Northern 

California, in Santa Rosa, Ca. He had a qualifying score of 89 and 

second place, for his very first Excellent leg. 

 Fairhaven's Blu Perle  RN, CGC, CL2   ,,,On Perle's 5th Birth-

day, she qualified  for her second Rally Advanced, leg at the 

LCKCNC in Santa Rosa, Ca.   with a score on 83.  She was looking 

for Bill the entire time,  he was home doggie sitting the little 

Rescue Taylor, and our Greyhound Pele. 

 Perle received her CPE CL2 title ribbon, with a qualifying run in 

Stanard, on Sat. May 9th 2009, at the Haute Dawg's Agility 

Trial, WAG facility, in Elk Grove, Ca. She is now Fairhaven's Blu 

Perle RN, CGC, CL2 

Gus   got his 1st Pre Novice Fast Qualifying Score and first place, 

at our very first AKC Agility trial.  He had 26.27 sec. on the 35 

sec. course in Santa Rosa, Ca. at the AKC Mensona Agility Trial.   

Perle earned her 2nd and 3rd qualifying legs, and title, at the 

MDDTC  AKC  a.m. & p.m. Trials in Martinez, Sunday, April 26th. 

Spring Training Anyone?   By Renee Viehmann 

Volume 1 Issue 2 

learned to shoot 

sporting clays and 
loved it!  I bought a 

shotgun six months 

later.  Someday, if 

I can learn to actu-

ally HIT something, 

I hope to be able to 

shoot for Roxie and complete the circle of a true hunting compan-

ionship.   

Living in Northern California, there are so many venues 

and opportunities to be able to expose your dogs to 

birds on any given weekend.  I hired a personal trainer 

and train out of Yankee Slough in Lincoln CA.  But with 

two Weim clubs and hunters in both clubs, Hastings 

Island, Quail Point, Yankee Slough, Black Point Sports 

Club, Grizzly Island all within a couple hours of each 

other, you can find someone to train with or just get 

out and run The dogs almost any weekend.   

Our local Weim club  is planning on setting  up some 

monthly training days this spring.  I plan to attend as 

many as I can so  Roxie and I can get as much exposure 

as possible.  Not to mention getting to know other club members 

and being able to let the dogs run together and stretch their 

legs.   

I hope to see you and your gray friend in the field sometime 

soon.   (photos courtesy of Tate Viehmann), now who wouldn’t 

want to go and watch your dog do this!?  

She is now Fairhaven's Blu Perle  RN, CGC 

 Celebrated Perle's 2 Q's for her RN title, with a fantastic 

bottle of Pinot Noir.   Perle also received a beautiful Medallion 

for their title leg.   

Perle earned her 1st Qualifying Leg and 3rd place, in Rally Nov-

ice B,  at the AKC Lake County Kennel Club Trial, March 28th, 
2009. What a fun, but very long 

day we had. Weather was beauti-

ful, Judge Alvin Eng was upbeat 

all day. Perle did a wonderful 2nd 

try back in the ring since 2007.   

Brags—Perle and Gus have been busy again! 
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On April 24th of this year I became the 

proud owner of Cooper, an almost 4 year 
old rescued Blue Weim.  When Renee first 

asked me to write an article about Cooper 

I wasn’t sure I wanted to………It meant 

dredging up feelings and memories that 

are still very painful for me   but I wanted 

to tell our story – a story of  a Very suc-

cessful adoption and how he has helped his 

new sister and I heal after our loss - My 

initial negative opinion of the blue color 

(only because it was a disqualifying fault, I 
always thought that they were beautiful!) 

and how that changed -  And to promote 

the rescue and adoption of all dogs no matter what the color or 

breed is.   

I can’t tell Cooper’s story without a little background about an-

other rescued Weim, Brinkley.  I rescued Brinkley 2004.  He was a 

beautiful grey Weim but very thin and starving when we got him.  
He weighed just 65 lbs.  I didn’t really want another dog at the 

time but the shelter called me because I was the only one in the 

area that knew Weims and they didn’t want to put him down. If a 

dog can be your soulmate he was mine.   In mid 2008 I noticed that 

he wasn’t “right”.  After many tests with lots of Doctors and spe-

cialists it was determined that it was Cushing’s-a very slow pro-

gressing disease; he had a very large pituitary macro tumor.  After 

radiation treatments and a great improvement, he very suddenly 

went downhill and I lost him in February of this year.   When I lost 

him I lost a huge part of my heart.  I knew I couldn’t have him 

forever but this was just too soon, he was only 7 or 8 years old.  

KaiCee,  my other Weim who is 12  wasn’t doing very well without 

Brinkley either.  She had never really been an “only child”.  Brink-

ley had left a huge hole in our lives.   We needed another Weim 

and I was considering fostering but just didn’t think it would be 

fair to her to take a foster only to leave her  again.  She just 

wouldn’t understand that, and I wasn’t sure at this point that I 

could give one up either, so adoption it was.   

I didn’t want a replacement for Brinkley, I wanted another dog 

that would be his own “person”.   I knew I wanted one that didn’t 

look like Brinkley and after seeing a picture of a blue, sooo beauti-

ful, the research began on the history 

of the blue coat color and I found 

BWCA.  I had a lot of questions - why 

the color was disqualified.  At first it 

mattered  -    in the back of my mind I 
felt that a blue was not “good” breeding.  

The more I learned the more my mind 

changed.  They are here, they’re here to 

stay and they ARE Weimaraners.  Now 

we just need to promote responsible 

blue breeding and get them accepted 

again.   

My decision made, I knew I wanted to 

rescue again, so the search began, including the blue color.  I 

checked on the BWCA website and found out about Midwest 

PAWS, Heartland, and Wonder Weims, I checked all of them 

daily along with Petfinder.  There were so, so many!  I came 

across Cooper’s picture, and  was drawn to him.  For weeks I 

looked but always  would go back to Cooper.   I finally got the 

courage to call Midwest PAWS about him. For the first time in 

months I was excited about something and the slow process of 

healing had finally begun.  I kept asking KaiCee if she wanted a 
new brother, and she would just cock her head and smile at me in 

that typical weim way as if to say YES!  Coopers Foster Mom, 

Mary, and I had several conservations and Cooper sounded like he 

would be a fit.  He had some issues that I knew I was going to 

have to deal with but nothing that really scared me.  Mary was 

very honest with me about his separation anxiety, and being timid 

around strangers, especially men.   

 

The day I got the e-mail from her telling me that we could meet, 

and if we thought he was a good fit he could come home with me, 

I was so excited.  I thought the day would never come, and all the 
while I tried not to get too excited about it, what if he wasn’t 

“the one”?  But the day finally came and we met half way.  I will 

never forget driving around the corner and seeing him the first 

time, he was beautiful! And as soon as KaiCee saw him she started 

crying!   She has always been timid around strange dogs,         

continued on page 5                                                                              

My Blue Rescue—Cooper                                             by Heather Long 

I filled out the application and then my 

nerves went crazy waiting to see if I had 

“passed .   

  I COULDN’T RESIST……….IT IS A BLUE DOG :-)    
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LYRIC AND HIS DAY AT THE NAVHDA NATURAL ABILITY TEST             
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I have gone in a very different direction this time with my 

latest pup.  I decided to take him out for field training and I 

have thoroughly enjoyed 

myself and I know Lyric is 

having a blast.   

We went to our first test 

on 4/26/09 . The local 

chapter of the North 

American Versatile Hunt-

ing Dog Association put on 

their annual Natural Abil-

ity test for dogs under 16 months of age at the  Mendota 

Wildlife Preserve in Central California.   

There were 10 dogs entered and all ten go through each sec-

tion of the 3 parts; first is field work, then we move on to 

tracking,  and last is the water 

so it took  all day, from  7:30 

a.m. until 5:30 p.m.   

The dogs are scored on use of 

nose, search, pointing, desire to 

work, cooperation, tracking and 

swimming.  In the field section, 

three judges go out with you 

and the dog is turned loose to 

do his thing.  They need to search, and point at least two birds.  

They do not have to be steady to wing, shot or fall.   

In the first picture he had just scented the bird and whipped 

around to his point.  And in the next one  he was running flat 

out across the field  after he had flushed it in an attempt to 

catch that bird… which he did.  You would think birds should  

be able to fly…. But he did pick up the bird and bring it all the 

As for his “issues” he had when I got him, he’s had lots of so-

cialization with strangers and now walks up to everybody and 

wants petted, even men!  Both of them go to work with me al-

most everyday and he now thinks that he’s the official greeter.  

Cooper is just the sweetest guy and everyone he meets just 
loves him. I’ve had people stop their cars in the street and ask 

about him and almost everyone wants to know what he is.  You 

know how it is, A Weimer What?  I’ve never seen one that color! 

Etc.  I have to explain the color all the time and always tell them 

he’s a rescue.  And try to educate a little on why they end up in 

rescue even though they are great dogs they are not for every-

body. 

I want to give a BIG THANK YOU to all the rescue organiza-

tions for what they do, BWCA for working on getting  them 

accepted again, and to all the foster families out there, without 

them there would be no rescue, they are very special people.  .   

I’ve had him only 4 month’s and he has become my best friend 

and constant companion and made his very own special place in 

my heart that’s all his own….. along side Brinkley and KaiCee!            

way back across the field to me when the judge told me to call 

him.  I was so relieved that he actually returned immediately as 

that would correspond with ‘cooperation’. 

In the second section, the judges pull the wing feathers from a 

pheasant add some tail feathers and put it on the ground and let 

it go, which hopefully runs off through the brush at least 100 

yards.  Then the dog is brought up and you show him the feathers 

and tell him to find it.   

He did great here...tracked it out about 10 yards where it had 

hunkered down for a little 

bit..  He did go off the track 

about 10 feet here..probably 

followed the scent, the oppo-

site direction but turned 

around and almost immedi-

ately went into a crouch 

position and ran the next 

40 yards and found the 

bird, pointed it for about 
20 seconds, then pounced on it and carried it all the way back 

to the van.  Happy dog. 

The third phase is the water work, you throw a bumper out into 

the water and send the dog to fetch it.  They must swim twice.  

The judges also check the dog at this point for bite, coat con-

formation etc. 

I thought he did well, and was thrilled when he was awarded a 

Prize 1, with the maximum number of 112 points.  What a boy! 

Anybody interested?  Check out the NAVHDA website for more 

information.  Utility Prep test and Utility Test is for the adult 

dog 

but she wanted out to see him and was excited about it, no hesitation 

whatsoever.  That’s when I knew that he was “The One”.  On the 
drive over I had decided that if she didn’t warm up to him it was off.  

She made the final decision, I trusted her.   

We thought he had a low prey drive, - he didn’t chase the squirrels 

or rabbits and was scared of the cat, didn’t even seem to notice or 

care about the deer.  I was  beginning to wonder about him! Was he 

really a Weimaraner?   BUT his prey drive has really kicked in!  So he 

is a WEIM after all!  I should explain that I live in the middle of the 
timber, no close neighbors except for the furry kind .  I love to hike 

the woods and that’s his favorite thing, all I have to do is pick up his 

backpack and he goes crazy!   

This fall I will start doing some obedience with him, He has the 

“Attitude” for it and heels beautifully so I’m thinking that obedience 

may be his ”thing” he loves to learn and please.  If not, that’s OK, his 

favorite thing to do so far is go hiking, I get out his backpack and he 
literally jumps for joy!   (But a CD would be awfully nice on a rescue 

dog!)       

MY BLUE RESCUE—COOPER   BY HEATHER LONG    CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
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NEWS FROM FRANCE         

What is a Title and What Does It Mean 

Volume 1 Issue 2 

For those who may not know me, my 

name is Leslie Nicole and 6 years ago, 

I moved to France with my Blue Wei-

maraner, Ellie (Fairhaven's Wind 

Dancer). 

 As I had been involved with my local 

Weimaraner clubs in Northern Califor-

nia and had started training in obedi-

ence, agility and field, I was eager to 

continue with the French Weimaraner 

Club. I contacted the club, met some 

of the board of directors and other 

members.  

In France, at one year of age all Wei-

maraners must be "Confirmed" in or-

der to be fully accepted as a Weimaraner and earn their de-

finitive registration papers and pedigree. (Unlike the AKC 

where a dog is automatically eligible for a pedigree if both 

parents are registered.) The dog is evaluated by a certified 
judge and the club approves the confirmation. Ellie was con-

firmed as excellent.  

Next, we went to a club meet where she earned her TAN - 

roughly a Junior Hunter level test. We met the president of 

the club, who later called me to invite me to show Ellie at a 

Weimaraner specialty. Ellie took Reserve Winner at the Wei-
maraner Specialty, she also took Reserve winner and placed in 

several other shows.  

From the beginning, I was very clear and open about Ellie being 

a Blue and the genetics of Blue Weimaraners. It seemed as if 

loved to spend time with him because he was a good dog 

and that you believed in him enough to give him yet an-

other chance when he failed and in the end your faith was 

justified.  

A title proves that your dog inspired you to that special 

relationship enjoyed by so few; that in a world of dispos-

able creatures, this dog with a title was greatly loved, and 

loved greatly in return.  

And when that dear short life is over, the title remains as 

a memorial of the finest kind, the best you can give to a 

deserving friend. 

Volumes of praise in one small set of initials after the 

name.  

A title is nothing less that the true love and respect, 

given and received and recorded permanently. 

Judy 

we were accepted with open arms by the 

club and I was encouraged to breed Ellie. 

I consulted with the president himself on 

breeding her. I did everything possible 

to assure that I was breeding in an ap-
proved and ethical way. All seemed well. 

Some of my puppies were doing well, even 

taking first places in conformation and 

being selected to invitational's for field.  

When the pups were 9 months old, I 

needed to return to America for a year. 

During this time, with no warning or 
word, the French club reversed it's deci-

sion and posted an announcement in their 

newsletter saying that Blue Weimaraners 

would no longer be accepted.  

 

To make a long and really rather ugly story short, we now have 7 

Blue Weimaraners in France with very good pedigrees that are 

adrift right now. We will not be able to compete for titles or 

have papers if we breed. From a personal point of view, it's been 

a very difficult disappointment, but really it's one more milestone 
that shows that Blues need to find our own path.  

 

To that end, I've decided to add another presence to our public 

voice and start a new site called Blue Weimaraner Today. The 
site will be a bridge between the Blues of America and the Blues 

of Europe. Together, we are stronger. It will also be a celebration 

of the beautiful Blue.  

Stop by for a visit.        www.blueweimaranertoday.com. 

WHAT IS A TITLE? Not just a brag, not just a stepping 

stone to a higher title, not just an adjunct to competitive 

scores; 

a title is a tribute to the dog that bears it, a way to honor 

the dog, an ultimate memorial. It will remain in the record 

and in the memory, for about as long as anything in this 

world can remain.  

And though the dog himself doesn't know or care that his 

achievements have been noted, a title says many things in 

the world of humans, where such things count.  

A title says your dog was intelligent, adaptable, and good 

natured.  

It says that your dog loved you enough to do the things 

that please you, however crazy they may have sometimes 

seemed. 

In addition, a title says that you love your dog. That you 


