
   

In our first year we  published our 

website; invited membership to the 

BWCA; compiled our documents and 

published them on our website ;  

applied for and received not for 

profit status from the State of 

California and opened a bank     

account.  Now we are ready to begin 

the real work. 

We have also lowered are member-

ship fees to be more in line with 

other clubs. 

Elizabeth Fairlee, President BWCA 

This club was formed by people 

who love the Weimaraner Breed, 

and in particular the blue coat 

color  which is a disqualification in 

the Weimaraner Standard. 

After years of being relegated to 

the background we decided to 

bring it to the fore.  We began by 

forming this club with the hopes 

of encouraging people to ...well get 

out there with their blues and 

compete. 

We also wanted to gather in those 

folks breeding blues with the in-

tention of banding together for 

strength to improve upon and  

return the blues to equal quality 

with the grays. 

We had come to the realization 

that we would most likely have to  

eventually form a ‘new breed’ in 

order to move forward as the old 

negative attitudes regarding blues 

were still very much alive.   

But we decided to make one last 

try by writing a letter to the Wei-

maraner Club of America and  

sending a copy to all of it’s mem-

bers along with a petition to 

remove the DQ from the Blues. 

After a few months it became 

clear that there was not enough 

support among the WCA mem-

bers to petition WCA to rescind 

the DQ. 

Therefore, we are in the begin-

ning stages of mapping out our 

direction for our ’new breed’.  

More on that below. 

BWCA 

New Breed 

First and foremost this will be a 
performance breed.  It’s natural 
ability will be it’s most important 
qualification—along with the correct 
structure to enable it to do what it 
was bred to do and  a willing tem-
perament making it a great compan-
ion dog.    

The name we are currently leaning 
toward is the American Blue Hunter 
as it is more than a pointer or   
retriever  although we are open to 

suggestions. 

We will be setting up a registry 
immediately—a form should be 
available on the website very soon. 
Even if you are not planning on 
breeding, the number of dogs regis-
tered count towards that new breed 
status. There will be no charge for 
BWCA members to register their 

dogs. 

We hope many of you will want to be 
a part of this exciting adventure.  
We are of course looking for some-

one to set up and manage our regis-
try. 
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As we go into this new 
breed we realize that 
we really have to 
evaluate every dog on 
its ability to bring 
something of value to 
the gene pool.  

Fairhaven’s Blu Skys the Limit—Roxie 
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The BWCA will be initiating Rating 
Tests very similar to those used by 
the WCA.  We  need to find members 
willing to set up Regional testing to 
oversee them.   

These are one day tests, so they are 
not expensive to accomplish. The 
ratings are divided into two separate 
classifications: one covering pointing 
and upland bird field work, and the 
other covering retrieving. The two 
classifications are completely inde-

pendent from, and not related to each 
other. However, a dog showing out-
standing ability by obtaining degrees 

in both classifications would be 
greatly desired. The Ratings that will 
be offered by the BWCA are the 
following:  

Novice Shooting Dog NSD           
Novice Retrieving Dog NRD        
Shooting Dog SD                          
Retrieving Dog RD                     
Shooting Dog Excellent SDX        
Retrieving Dog Excellent RDX      
Versatile V  

Those of you interested in getting 
their dog tested may need to step up 
to organize this test in your area.   

New Ratings Tests for Blue Weimaraners 

Brags 

BWCA Code of Ethics and Breeding Regs 

So, we are in the process of  reword-
ing our documents and changing the 
Breeding Regulations to Recommenda-
tions.  Hopefully this will increase 
interest in our cause so we can take 
advantage of a larger blue gene pool 
as it will be needed to establish our 
new breed. 

We have not changed the fact that 
we expect our members and breeders 
to exhibit high standards in regards 
to the showing or breeding  and place-

ment of these dogs. 

If anyone would like to be on this  
committee please contact 
Liz@BWCOA.com   

 

When we were setting up the docu-
mentation for the BWCA we  decided 
to set our requirements very high so  
it could not be said we are just a club 
of backyard breeders/puppy millers 
looking for a place to sell the ’rare’ 
blue pups. 

Those very high requirements inad-
vertently  and unintentionally pushed 
away  a lot of  blue’ s owners .  Also 
people involved in field felt  we were 
not as focused on performance as we 

should be. 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Sir Augustus Viraatus ( Gus ) earned 
his CL 2 Title in CPE at the Haute 
Dawg CPE Agility trial Jan. 18th 
2009. Whooo Hooo!!! He is solidly in 
Level three with a few Q's in Level 
four. 

Fairhaven’s Blu Perle has only a few 
needed Q's in Level 2 before she 
gets her title hopefully in March in  
Santa Rosa. She is solidly in Level 2 
with many Q's in Level 3. 

 Kathleen Bray 

Drawing by Karen Sandvold 

Perle 

Gus 
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We have set up a fund for donations on 
the Rescue Page on our website.  This 
fund will go toward the most needy 
blue’s expenses over the course of the 
year.   

If you can spare a few bucks please 
click on the PayPal button on the Rescue 
Page.  I know the Rescue Group having 
to deal with our chosen dog’s large vet 
bills will be most appreciative.   

If anyone would like to join the commit-
tee to gather information on blue res-
cues available  and to coordinate with 
the rescue groups please contact 
Renee@BWCOA.com  

There are a large number of blues avail-
able throughout the US.  When you talk 
to people who stop you commenting on 
how nice your dog is, please let them 

know that if they are interested in the 

Rescue 

Member Profile—Brian (aka Bull) & Margaret Ann Jayne 

right now is that I have to hunt her 
alone or she will let ChaBoo do all the 
work and she will try to steal his re-
trieve.   
 
The dogs pretty much have free roam 
of our house.  They sleep in bed with us.  
We bought a king size bed just because 

of the dogs!  They have a dog door that 
lets them outside to a fenced in area so 
when we are not home they can go out 
when needed.   
 
 

 
Basically, they are spoiled rotten!  As 
long as they work hard for us in the 
field we'll keep spoiling them.  And 
when they get to the point that they 
are done in the field, we'll still spoil 
the heck out of them! 
 

My wife brought home our first Blue 
Weim much to my opposition.  I was 
in the middle of a big building pro-
ject at our house, and    didn't have 
time to spend with a dog.  Long story 
short, I found out that weims were a 
hunting breed.  
 

 At 6 months old (after doing my 
yard training and a lot of reading) I 
took ChaBoo to a pheasant preserve.  
Sure enough, he was pointing.  After 
the first season at the preserve, I 
was asked to be a hunting guide 
when the owner saw Boo hunt.   
 
That was 5-1/2 years ago.  I just 
love to hunt ChaBoo.  I don't really 
carry a gun when I take friends or 

family anymore.  I let other people 
do the shooting.  I just use the 
digital camera and video camera.  My 
joy is watching the drive in the dog 
and the fun he is having.  We also 
have our Deuce, a blue female.  I 
finally got her over gunfire and 
blinking after 3 years.  I was about 
to give up on her hunting, but I'm 
glad I didn't.  She is a bird finder 

and points great.  Her only issue 

Dogs love their friends and bite their 

enemies, quite unlike people, who are 

incapable of pure love and always have to 

mix love and hate .  Sigmund Freud  

Volume 1, Issue 1 

breed to check out our rescue page 
for possible adoption.  A puppy isn’t 
the best choice for everyone and it is 
a real joy to bring into the home an 
older dog that is so very thankful and 
loving. 

You can see all the blue weims avail-
able for adoption on the BWCA web-
site. 
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The first thing that needs to be understood is that dogs and people 
are different enough that most of the info cannot cross lines. I do 
not profess to know what the appropriate procedures for people are, 
other than what I learned in first aid.  
 
Dogs do not lose enough electrolytes thru exercise to make a differ-
ence, but if the dog gets truly into heat stroke the physiological 
changes will make them necessary. BUT oral replacement at that point 

is futile, they need intravenous fluids and electrolytes and lots of it.  
 
 

 

 

 

I cool with the coldest water I can find and will use ice depending on 
the situation. The best way is to run water over the dog, so there is 
always fresh water in contact with the skin. When you immerse a dog 
in a tub, the water trapped in the hair coat will get warm next to the 
dog, and act as an insulator against the cool water and cooling stops. 
If you can run water over the dog and place it in front of a fan that is 
the best. Misting the dog with water will only help if you are in a dry 
environment or in front of a fan. Just getting the dog wet is not the 

point, you want the water to be cool itself, or to evaporate.  
 
For MOST situations all you will need to do is get the dog in a cooler 
environment, i.e. shade, or in the cab of the truck with the air condi-
tioning on (driving around so the truck does not overheat and the AC 
is more efficient). Up to a couple of years ago, I was very concerned 
about my dogs getting too hot in the back of my black pickup with a 
black cap. A new white truck fixed a lot of that problem. When I had 
one dog I just pulled the wire crate out of the car and put it in some 
shade and hopefully a breeze. But having 2 dogs and running from one 

stake to another,  that was not feasible. So I built a platform to put 
the wire crates on, this raises the dog up in the truck box where the 
air flow is better. Then I placed a 3 speed box fan in front blowing on 
the dogs with a foot of space to allow better airflow. I purchased a 
power inverter that connects to the battery and allows the 3 speed 
fan to run from the truck power. It has an automatic feature that 
prevents it from draining the battery. When I turned that fan on 
medium I would find that the dogs were asleep, breathing slowly and 
appeared very relaxed and comfortable in a matter of 20 minutes or 
less, even on very hot muggy days.  
 

Alcohol: I do carry it for emergencies. It is very effective at cooling 
due to the rapid evaporation. It should only be used when other meth-
ods are not working. You should be on your way to the veterinarian 
before you get to this point. We recommend using rubbing alcohol, 
which is propylene alcohol, not ethyl, for those of you not aware. So 
do not try to drink it. Alcohol should be used on the pads and lower 
feet area where there is little more than skin and blood vessels over 
the bones. Use a little bit and let it evaporate, you can use too much 
as some is absorbed through the skin. There are concerns about tox-
icity, but you have to get the temperature down.  

 
I purchased those cooling pads that you soak in cold water, but found 
that the dogs would not lay on them. I would hold them on the back of 
a dog that just worked to get a quick cool, but have not used them for 
years. I also bought a pair of battery-operated fans but found them 
pretty useless. Spend your money on the power inverter and get a real 
fan.  

Watching temperature: If you feel your dog is in danger of heat in-
jury, check its temp and write it down. Keep checking the temp every 
3 minutes. I recommend getting a "rectal glass thermometer. The 
digital ones for the drug store I have found to be very unreliable, 
Don't forget to shake it down completely each time, sounds silly, but 
when are worried about your companion, things tend to get mixed up. 

This is VERY IMPORTANT** once the temp STARTS to drop, STOP 
ALL COOLING EFFORTS. The cooling process will continue even 
though you have stopped. If the temp starts at 106.5, and then next 
time it drops to 105.5, stop cooling the dog, dry it off, and continue 
monitoring. You will be amazed how it continues to go down. If you do 
not stop until the temp is 102, the temp will drop way too low. I can-
not emphasis this point enough.  
 
When the dog is so heated that it is panting severely, only let it have 
a few laps of water. Water in the stomach does not cool the dog, you 

just need to keep the mouth wet so the panting is more effective. Do 
not worry about 
hydration until the 
temp has started 
down. A dog pant-
ing heavily taking in 
large amounts of 
water is a risk of 
bloat. Due to the 
heavy panting they 

will swallow air, 
mixed with a large 
amount of water 
they can bloat. 
Once the temp is 
going down and 
panting has slowed 
to more normal 
panting then allow 
water. The dog will 
rehydrate it self 

after temp is normal. If the dog has a serious problem and even 
though you have gotten the temp normal, get the dog to a vet, as it 
can still need IV fluids and some medication. Also, a case of heat 
stroke can induce a case of hemorrhagic gastroenteritis (not parvo), 
with a ton of very bloody diarrhea and a lot of fluid and electrolyte 
loss. These cases need aggressive treatment.  
 
The best method of treatment is prevention. Learn to watch your dog, 
and see the changes in the size of the tongue, and how quickly it goes 
down. Learn your dogs response to the different environments, and be 

careful when you head south for an early season hunt test or trial. I  

Dangers of Working Dogs in Heat                      by Nate Baxter, DVM Lebanon, OH  

Editor Requests 

Tell me what you like to read about.  This, our first edition is 

mostly a catch up, following issues will go into newer detail.  

Upcoming possible columns:  Showcase a dog each issue that 

has achieved  something ;individual stories and brags—send to 

me at 

Liz@bwcoa.com  

Cooling: Evaporative cooling is the most 

efficient means of cooling. However, in a 

muggy environment, the moisture will not 

evaporate so cooling does not happen well.  
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Dangers of Working Dogs in Heat                             

Doggie Tic Tac Toe 
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have been to Nashville at the end of May, only 5 hours away, but 
the difference in temp and humidity did affect the dogs as they 
were used to more spring weather in Ohio. Try different things in 
training to help keep the dog cool and learn what works better.  

Another very important point: Do not swim your hot dog to cool it 
then put in put in a box/tight crate. Remember, evaporation cannot 
take place in a tight space, and the box will turn into a sauna and 
you will cook your dog. Carry a stake out chain, and let the dog cool 
and dry before putting it up. I demonstrated this lesson this spring 

with my 10-month old pup. After doing a 15-minute session in yard 
drill on a warm 70°+ day, she was panting pretty hard and was 
pretty hot. She was OK but it was time to stop. Just for the heck 
of it I took her temp. She was 103.6, above normal but not too bad 
for a dog that had just finished working. In my back yard I have a 
300-gallon Rubbermaid tub filled with water. I took her to it and 
she jumped in and out 3-4 times. She appeared totally improved, 
tongue was much smaller, and eyes brighter and her full spring was 
back into her step. So I re-took her temp and it was 104.2, so even 
though she looked better she was actually hotter. This is a perfect  

lesson to show not get a hot dog wet and then put them in a box. 
The water on her skin caused the blood vessels to constrict, de-
creasing blood flow to the skin. Therefore the hot blood was 
shunted back to the dog's core and retained the heat. You may 
have felt the same thing, after exercising but still being very 
warm, take a shower and get cooled off but as soon as you turn the 
shower off you start sweating again.  
 
I know this is a bit long, but hopefully this is easy to understand 
and helps provide some useful information. Remember: Prevention, 
learn your dog. It is worth the time and effort.                           

The idea is for two teams, 

composed of 4 dogs.  Each 

member puts their dog in a 

sit or down in a space to form 

the 3 space tic tac toe.  The 

first team that gets those 

three spots in a correct align-

ment wins.  If the dog gets 

up, you lose that spot and the 

4th dog then is put in play. 

 

This was taken at Rockville 

Weimaraners on their annual 

gathering.  They have had as 

many as 30+ weims.  Lots of 

games, lessons and fun.  The 

blue in the picture is Rayn. 

  It’s That time Again for Ticks 

School Nurse has written the info 

below -- good enough to share-- And 

it really works!! I had a pediatrician 

tell me what she believes is  the best 

way to remove a tick. This is great, 

because it works in those places 

where it's sometimes difficult to get 

to with tweezers: between toes, in 

the middle of a head full of dark 

hair, etc. 

Apply a glob of liquid soap to a cot-

ton ball. Cover the tick with the soap-soaked cotton ball and let it 

stay on the repulsive insect for a few seconds (15-20), after which 

the tick will come out on it's own and be stuck to the cotton ball 

when you lift it away. This technique has worked every time I've 

used it (and that was frequently), and it's much less traumatic for 

the patient and easier for me. 

Unless someone is allergic to soap, I can't see that this would be 

damaging in any way. I even had my doctor's wife call me for advice 

because she had one stuck to her back and she couldn't reach it with 

tweezers. She used this method and immediately called me back to 

say, "It worked!"   Picture of female dog Tick as they swell with 

blood. 


